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i Ger Bo this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to — Easy to do— Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so 

great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular 

lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as 

millions seek more protection against zooming crime. 

Yet there’s only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away 


You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw's shortcut training. 
Take advantage of today's unprecedented opportunities in 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 
we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- 
tirement — good jobs, too. 


SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master 


No Extr4 inciuded With Your 
Cost! Locksmith Training 


BURGLAR 

ALARM 
and SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 
training, Covers 
all phases of 
Burglar, Hold-Up 
and Fire Alarm 
servicing and in- 
Stallation. This 
valuable and 
timely instruction 
includes al! special tools and 
supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
such extensive training in this 
rapidly expanding field as a part of 
your Locksmith training 


ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
How to change combinations, in- 
stall and service Safe, Vault and 
Bank Sate-Deposit Box locks. 
You'll find it fascinating and high- 


Locksmith-approved training can ie you the skill you can depend on 


ly profitable work. 
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‘A LOCKSMITH! 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men 


ALL SPECIAL TOOLS 
have succeeded in this fascinating = Lect nerd edie 
and highly profitable field... 


“Before enrolling 1 checked 
other courses and also asked 
for advice from several 
locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 
and has the most 
versatile Key 
Machine. 

“I always 
wanted to be in 


This Pro Key 
Machine can alone 
add up to $200 a 
month to your income... 


MACHINE IS 
YOURS TO KEEP! < tei men canyons Pan. 


Find out all ‘about it! it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
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business for myself send postcard) to receive full information R USH FOLEY- BELSAW INSTITUTE 
et ror am... and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! COUPON! Reeth hte estat es 
Pole Beli There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


RUSH COUPON TODAY 


David F airbrother—Dave's Locksmith Service 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 


“IT opened my own business, spare 
lime, seven months after I enrolled and 


made a profit of $329 for the first week.” i 


B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. 
Now I have my own business and with 
hardly any effort I average around $50 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 


«.» YOU Can Do It Too! 


6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.11631 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 
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FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


Tells how you quickly 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete 
details on our 30-Day 
NO RISK Trial Offer! 


YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 
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Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 


self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 
to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? th , 


No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the (i 


WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 
TROPHY 


“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 

— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 

... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN, 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen 
...a REAL man from head to toe... —— 
aman who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 
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FALL 1989 


Funk: A wild and crazy guy 


Now a fan favorite, the popular Texas 
champion discusses the World Class 
scene with Wrestling 89 editors Eddie 
Eliner and Bill Apter 
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JERRY LAWLER 

VS. LARRY ZBYSZKO 

What would happen if “The King” met 
the “Living Legend’’? Four experts ana- 
lyze the bout and predict an outcome 


28 INTERVIEW 89: 


TERRY FUNK 

Twelve years after losing the NWA 
World title, Terry Funk is back in the 
NWA-—and he’s hellbent to regain the 
belt he once wore. He may be a bit 
older, but Funk is as wild as ever 


32 STYLE VS. SUBSTANCE: 

IS RICK RUDE A VICTIM 

OF HIS OWN DESIRES? 

Rude may be “Ravishing,” but his col- 
orful image is shielding a grappler 
who lacks inner strength. 


“FOR TODAY’S WRESTLING FAN” 
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Flair: Life of a champ 


34 run & TURNER: 
LIFESTYLES OF THE 

RIC AND FAMOUS 

Unbelieveable as it seems, the NWA 
World champion is trying to outdo the 
president of Turner Entertainment in ev- 
ery way! This time, it looks as if the 
“Nature Boy” is in over his head 


36war OBEY THE RULES? 

It’s beginning to look like mlebreakers 
get the best of everything, including 
victories, large purses, and fame. Why 
would anybody want to follow the 
tules in this day and age? 


4.0 aan BAM BIGELOW: 

“I WON'T GIVE DUSTY RHODES 

A MINUTE TO HEAL!” 

They were once friends, but now the 
“Beast From The East” wants Dusty 
out of wrestling—at all costs! 


Ae THE PRIVATE SIDE: 
MARTEL 

Wrestling 89 is there as the new man- 
ager of Randy Savage takes advantage 
of some rare free time 
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Hogan: Second time around 


BA on DECIDE: WILL HULK 
HOGAN'S SECOND REIGN 
HIS FIRST? 

With so many contenders in the 
WWF, top stars are lining up for title 
shots. How long will the “Hulkster” 
reign? Cast your vote today! 


DEPARTMENTS 

Opening Bell ......... ScananeveeaniO 
Feedback ....... SRE et yore 8 
Newsline ........2.0:0:0: Condi sex 10 
In This Corner...........0s0000+ 12 
Manager’s Forum..........+.+: 14 
Scouting Report.............+...21 
Scoreboard .......sscssesesees ee 
Best: Bet cvs icccsccesciststcnccearn AT 
Golden Moment ..............+: 49 
InfoCenter .........0scceseseenes ..63 
Ratings ....... Sea eusieniunee veneee 64 
This Jtist Ii. cccviss ccavacsscadavs 66 


4/ Wrestling 89 


GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 89 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a ‘‘First Class Subscriber’ will get: 


© Four issues per year of wrestling’s full. = _~ To mm 
color magazine, Wrestling 89, the = umy Tove. e 
magazine printed on slick paper, HEST MATCH” 
illustrated with the finest color fa STING Var 
photographs available anywhere, and E 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 


@ Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 

magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


wi 


Four issues of Wrestling 89 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $15, a savings of $6 off the 
newsstand price! 
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| Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 89 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- as payment in full. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: _) NEW ONLY 
TV SPORTS (]) RENEWAL 
a $15 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 

A Savings Of $6 
Address 


Ci ee Se eS 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21.) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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OPENING BELL 


74 | sas ALERT. THE BOSS is here.” The words of NWA executive Jim 

Herd reverberated in the air as Ted Turner, with his girlfriend beside 
him and an aura of power surrounding him, marched into Atlanta’s Center 
Stage Theater, double-time. 

It was before the NWA TV taping and many of the early-arriving wrestlers 
were chatting in small groups in the lower stands of the arena. When Turmer 
made his appearance, conversations stopped in mid-sentence and all heads fol- 
lowed his path. 

“Hello, Mr. Tumer,” said one. 

“That's Ted,” Tuer replied. 

It was Apnil, a full five months after Tumer purchased the NWA from Jim 
Crockett, and The Boss was meeting the majority of his burly employees for the 
first time. Tumer shook hands with a few wrestlers and then made his way toa 
secluded backstage area where Wrestling 89 Senior Editor Bill Apter had set up 
a makeshift photo studio. 

It had been Bill’s idea to runa shot of Tumer, together with his wrestling 
counterpart Ric Flair, on the cover of the magazine. And considering how dis- 
tant Tumer had kept himself from the daily operations of the NWA, it was sur- 
prising that he accepted so readily. 

But if there is anything that can be learned after reading Dave Rosenbaum’s 
piece, “Flair & Tuer: Lifestyles Of The Ric And Famous’ (page 34), this is the 
wrong man to try to outguess, 

Tumer said he was going to show up, and he did. He said he was going to be 
there at 5:30, and he was. But he also said he would only pose for five minutes, 
and he meant it. 

Bill Apter has been told “five minutes” by a lot of people he’s photographed, 
but somehow he’s always managed to charm them into giving him more time. 
He was once given five minutes by Mike Tyson, whom Bill was shooting for our 
sister publication KO Magazine. Well, it turns out Tyson is a big Dusty Rhodes 
and Bruno Sammartino fan, and Bill kept him for an hour, snapping away while 
doing his best impressions of the two men. 

He tried to kid with Tumer, who was more than willing to retum his banter. 
(When Tumer saw that Flair was dressed far better than himself, he asked Bill if 
he was shooting for GQ. “No,” Bill replied, “Wrestling 89.” “That's even bet- 
ter,” Tumer said.) But, a man of his word, he would only allot five minutes. 

After the brief photo session, Tumer came back out to the arena to take a 
couple of photos with the wrestlers. As the men were gathering for the shot, 
Tumer spotted an old friend. He was nota TBS exec or one of the NWA’s su- 
perstars. He was just a cameraman, and it tums out that he used to work for 
Tumer in the early days, had left, and had now returned. Tumer called him by 
name and trotted toward him to exchange pleasantries. 

That one brief moment told more about Ted Tumer than any story I’ve ever 


read on the man. 


6 / Wrestling 89 


STANLEY WESTON 
Founder and Chairman of the Board 


VICE PRESIDENT—EDITORIAL DIRECTION 
Craig Peters 
VICE PRESIDENT—SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 
Natalie Carollo 


ADVERTISING/MARKETING DIRECTOR 
Craig Peters 


CIRCULATION DIRECTOR 
Robert Nucci 


PHOTO CREDITS 
Cover—Bill Apter (Tumer & Flair), Len 
McAlister (Flair vs. Steamboat), Courtesy TBS 
(Turmer), David Fitzgerald (Hogan); 4—Bill Apter 
(eft, center bottom), David Fitzgerald (center 
top, right); 8—Woody Smith; $—David Fitzger- 
ald; 10—courtesy Mervyn Dymally (left), David 
Fitzgerald (right); 11—Bill Apter (left), Duane 
Long (center), Terence Machalek (right); 14— 
Bruce Krietzman; 18—Buddy Myers; 19—Buddy 
Myers; 21—David Fitzgerald; 22—Sam Lowe 
deft), Brad McFarlin (ight); 23—Brian Tirpak (top 
left), Bill Apter (all others); 25—Bill Apter; 26— 
Duane Long (top), Bill Apter (bottom); 27—Bud- 
dy Myers (left), David Fitzgerald (right); 28—Bill 
Apter; 30—Bill Apter (top left & right), Paul Bau- 
man (bottom); 31—courtesy Terry Funk; 33—Da- 
vid Fitzgerald; 34—Bill Apter, 35—courtesy TBS; 
36—Bnian Tirpak; 37—Duane Long; 38—David 
Fitzgerald (top), Bill Apter (bottom); 39—Linda 
Platt; 40—Duane Long; 41—Duane Long; 42-3— 
Patrick Nau; 44—David Fitzgerald; 45—David 
Fitzgerald; 47—Emmy Yates; 49—Bob Verlin; 
50—David Fitzgerald; 52—Anastasia Pantiosis 
(top), Bill Apter (bottom); 53—courtesy TBS; 54— 

Long; 56—Len McAlister; 59—Al Leish- 
man; 60—Buddy Myers; 65—Stu Saks 


WRESTLING 89 is published quarterly by T.V. 
Sports Inc., Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY, 11571. 
Single copy price: $2.75 ($3.50 in Canada). We 
are not responsible for the loss or nor-retum of 
unsolicited manuscripts or photographs, which 
will not be retumed unless accompanied by a 
selfaddressed envelope bearing the proper 
amount of postage. No part of this magazine can 
be reproduced without the written permission of 
Printed in U.S.A. 


NOW ON SALE 


THE LANDMARK PUBLISHING EVENT 
YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS 


THE 10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF 


(?estlinc 


ILLUSTRATED 


THIS SPECTACULAR 100-PAGE DOUBLE ISSUE 
WILL BE BURSTING WITH FULL-COLOR PAGES 
AND SPECIAL BONUS FEATURES INCLUDING: 


INCREDIBLE FULL-COLOR SECTION: 
“12 WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE” 


PWI PRESS CONFERENCE: 
THE GREATEST WRESTLERS OF THE PAST DECADE 
IN AN EXCLUSIVE ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 


PWISUPERSTATS, 
INCLUDING A DECADE OF MAJOR TITLE CHANGES, 
VITAL STATISTICS ON 200 WRESTLERS, 
AND A 10-YEAR RATINGS RETROSPECTIVE! 


A LOOK BACK TO OUR VERY FIRST ISSUE 


THE MOST INCREDIBLE PW/ SWEEPSTAKES EVER! 
OVER 100 PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN AWAY—ABSOLUTELY FREE!— 
INCLUDING PERSONAL ITEMS OFFERED TO YOU FROM 
THE GREATEST CHAMPIONS THE SPORT HAS EVER SEEN! 
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ALL THIS—AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!—CAN BE FOUND 
IN THE SPECTACULAR 10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


THIS ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME ISSUE OF PW/ IS COVER-DATED 
SEPTEMBER 1989 AND GOES ON SALE JUNE 27. 
AVOID A NEWSSTAND SELLOUT—GET YOUR COPY EARLY! 


THE BEST KEEPS GETTING BETTER—BECAUSE YOU WON'T SETTLE FOR LESS! 


FEEDBACK 


NIKITA AND MANDY 

Reading the article “Mandy: Nikita 
Koloff's Tale Of Love And Tragedy” 
(Summer 1989) brought tears to my 
eyes. I felt so helpless because it 
seemed there was nothing I could do 
for them in their time of need. 

I sat there and wracked my brain 
trying to think of something—any- 
thing—that could help the Koloffs. My 
sisters and I came up with several 
ideas that would benefit the Koloffs 
and give back to Nikita just a little of 
what he has given to the NWA and all 
of his fans. 

I noticed in the article that there was 
a special photography event at Nikita’s 
“Fortress of Fitness” gym featuring 
several NWA stars. Well, it doesn’t 
have to end with that. Why not sell 
more Nikita T-shirts, pens, and post- 
ers? Why not set up a Nikita Koloff 
hotline? With all of the NWA pay-per- 
view events, don’t you think it would 
be a very good idea to donate the 
proceeds of one of them to the 
Koloffs? 


f ah 6 Ss 
Plan a“ 
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Nikita and Mandy Koloff have a lot of people rooting for them. Many readers have been deeply touched 
by their story and would like to see more done to help them. 


With the help of Ted Turner, I’m 
sure all of these things could be ar- 
ranged. If only half these proceeds 
were donated to the Koloffs, I’m sure 
it would make a difference in their 
lives. 

SONYA ROBBINS 
Hopewell, VA 


After reading about the Koloffs’ trag- 
edy, I realized how much Mandy 
means to Nikita. There are not many 
men in this world who would give up 
the careers they love so much to be 
by their wife’s side through her diffi- 
cult times. Some men would just hire 
doctors and nurses to do the job, but 


A UNIFIED TITLE THAT UNIFIES NOTHING 


By Daniel Walters 


As a fan of the CWA, I have seen plenty of title de- 
fenses involving the “unified” world title, the champion- 
ship originally created to unify the AWA World title and 
the World Class title. At first, the unified title was an 
excellent idea, but it has quickly become a joke. 

When Jerry Lawler defeated Kerry Von Erich last De- 

cember and became the World Class titlist as well as the 
AWA World champ, he became, in my eyes, just as 
important as the WWF and NWA World champs. Having 
one man as their champion made the AWA and World 
Class together more powerful than they’d ever been 
apart. 
Unfortunately, both organizations soon found that shar- 
ing a champion wasn’t so wonderful. The AWA wanted 
Lawler to defend the AWA World title in their territories, 
while World Class wanted Lawler down in Texas more 
often. Meanwhile, Lawler was spending much of his time 
in the CWA, his home area. 

Then Lawler had a solution, or thought he did. He 
decided to have a belt made that would represent both 
titles. Then he said he would send the AWA belt back to 
the AWA, and do the same with the World Class belt. 
His suggestion was that they each hold a tournament to 
determine separate AWA and World Class champions. 
Lawler then said that each of those champions would be 
his number-one contenders when he traveled to their 
areas. In theory, it sounded like a good idea, but Lawler 


8 / Wrestling 89 


never did send the belts back, and his idea immediately 
tumed into a disastrous move. The AWA brass did not 
appreciate Lawler taking liberties with their champion- 
ship. They said that if Lawler didn’t defend the AWA title 
in their areas, they’d strip him of the belt. That’s exactly 
what they did. 

Now, this unified title is being defended as though it 
means something. But what exactly does it unify? Lary 
Zbyszko is the undisputed AWA World champion and 
Lawler is the World Class titlist. Naturally, the AWA does 
not recognize the unified title. World Class does, but 
even so, without the AWA’s consent, the concept of a 
unified title is meaningless. 

I suggest that World Class officials follow your maga- 
zine’s lead and refuse to recognize the unified title. I also 
suggest that Lawler stop making believe that that belt 
means something. He is an honorable man. He should 
realize his mistake and concentrate solely on World 
Class title defenses. 

In the future, promoters should make careful plans 
months before they do something significant like a title 
unification. If such plans are to work, promoters have to 
put aside regional concems to reach a greater goal. 

This may be wishful thinking, but it’s a wish I’m sure a 
lot of us fans would like to see come te. 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Lexington, 
Tennessee) 


FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 


Send them to: Feedback; Wrestling 89, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


Nikita took it upon himself to do it. 
What better support does Mandy 
need than Nikita’s love and devotion? 
Because of their financial difficulties, 
I dug deep into my pocket and gave 
what I could. I would advise all other 
Nikita Koloff fans to do the same. 
Nikita is missed by many people, 
but we understand that his wife’s 
health is more important than wres- 
tling. She will always be his first love, 
and I know they will make it through 
this ordeal. Mandy Koloff is a very 
lucky woman to have Nikita and his 
love. I envy you, Mandy. 
SANDY ROBINSON 
Philadelphia 


JESSE, JESSE 

I trust Jesse Ventura to “tell it like it 
is.” He is not always right, but his in- 
sights add greatly to WWF broadcasts. 
Very early on, he recognized that Her- 
cules Hernandez and Randy Savage 
are great talents. He didn’t just jump 
on the bandwagon when they became 
fan favorites. 

Jesse tells it like it is when he says 
Hulk Hogan can break the miles and 
get away with it. He was right when 
he said Uncle Elmer had no place in 
bringing a wedding to wrestling. He is 
correct when he says snakes and 2x4s 
are not legal wrestling objects. 


announcer because he ‘“‘tells it like it is,” in the 
opinion of Richard Brown. 

The fans were so ridiculous for trust- 
ing The Powers of Pain, and now they 
trust John Studd. Don't these people 
have any memory? Jesse and I do. We 
can be secure in the knowledge that 
Studd could again become a savage 
tulebreaker at the drop of a hat. 

RICHARD M. BROWN 
Detroit 


A TURNER FOR THE BETTER 

Ted Tumer, you are a hero. 

Since March 1986, I’ve been a bona 
fide fan of the National Wrestling Alli- 
ance, unquestionably the best wres- 
tling organization on the face of the 
earth. In ’86, there was the Crockett 
Cup, the Great American Bash, Dusty 
Rhodes vs. Ric Flair, the scaffold 
match at Starrcade 86, the Baby Doll 
incidents, and The Four Horsemen. It 
was even better in 1987, with the Su- 
perpowers, War Games, Nikita Koloff 
vs. Lex Luger, Garvin madness, Chi- 
Town Heat, and The Four Horsemen— 
even with Luger. 

In 1988, there was trouble. The 
Crockett Cup was a disaster, the 


Ted DiBiase and Virgil may 
wrestling skills rather than their financial status. 


NWA let The Powers of Pain slip 
away, everyone was getting sick of 
Flair vs. Luger, and the Horsemen 
broke up. However, I was happy to 
see Barry Windham and The Midnight 
Express make it big. Nevertheless, 
considering all the problems, the 
NWA was definitely dying. 

So Jim Crockett Jr. sold controlling 
interest in the NWA to Ted Tumer. 
Since then, there’s definitely been 
some noticeable changes. I know the 
crowds have been low, but they’re im- 
proving. And what can I say about the 
television shows? What great action! 
Plus, they’re not at all shy about airing 
their main-event matches on TV. And 
who can ever forget the incredible 


be wealthy men, but reader Bamard Kane would prefer to read about their 


Chi-Town Rumble ’89? 

The old NWA may be gone, but the 
new NWA is great. There’s a new 
look, but it’s far from the WWF gar- 
bage. I'll always be a fan of the NWA 
because they wrestle! No debates, no 
“spreading love,” and no overblown 
supercards. The NWA has always 
been the best, and Ted Tumer is do- 
ing a great job of continuing that 


tradition. ERIC McHUGH 
Toms River, NJ 


FINANCIAL FATIGUE 

Regarding your story, “Who's The 
Richest Of The Rich?” (Summer 1989): 
Who cares? 
When I pick up a magazine like 


Wrestling 89, I expect to read about 
wrestling, not about whether or not 
Hulk Hogan is richer than Ric Flair. 
Leave the financial stories to Fortune 
and stick to wrestling. 

There is far too much emphasis to- 
day on what an athlete makes rather 
than what he does on the field, on the 
court, or in the ring. I was beginning 
to believe that wrestling was free of 
this speculation until I read that article. 
I realize that many people are curious 
about what the wrestlers make, but the 
space taken up by a full-length story 
could have been used for a more im- 


portant article. 
BARNARD KANE 
St. Louis 0 
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CONGRESSMAN HULKAMANIAC 

If Mervyn Dymally had the choice 
between having lunch with President 
George Bush or having lunch with 
WWF World champion Hulk Hogan, 
he’d pick the ‘“Hulkster.” 

“Definitely,” Dymally said. 

Which may not sound so strange to 
readers of Wrestling 89, except that 
Dymally is a congressman, a California 
member of the House of Representa- 
tives, and has been for eight years. 
Prior to that he was California’s lieu- 
tenant governor under Gov. Jery 
Brown, and also spent eight years as a 
state senator. But wrestling is a big 
part of his life, and has been since the 
TV wrestling boom of the early 1950s. 

So big, in fact, that Dymally recently 
entered his feelings about Hogan into 
the Congressional Record: 

Mr. Speaker, and distinguished col- 
leagues, superstar Hulk Hogan, the 
World Wrestling Federation champi- 
on, has electrified the world by being 
the center of an international move- 
ment called Hulkamania. As a devout 
fan of his, I join with millions of others 
who echo the sentiment that Hulkama- 
ma is running wild ... I cherish those 
moments spent watching Hulk in ac- 
tion as a fine wrestler and charismatic 
performer. For myself and millions of 
others, Hulk has offered the bright 
lights, excitement, and entertainment 
that no other Broadway performance 
could ever match. 

Actually, Dymally's comments were 
entered by his staff as a gift for his 
62nd birthday in May. 

“What happened is I had a birthday 
party,” Dymally explained, “and the 
staff, as a surprise gift, got the Hulk to 
make a tape for me when he was in 
Connecticut. [The WWF] shipped it to 
us and it had Hulk saying that he’s 
sorry he couldn't come to my party 
because he and the ‘Macho Man’ 
were going at it in the [L.A] Sports 
Arena. Actually, J would’ve been there 
that night if not for the party. 

“The comments about the Hulk they 
put in without my knowing,” Dymally 
continued. “Eventually, I was going to 
put it in; I had prepared the com- 
ments, and what you do is just go on 
the floor and write it into the tecord. 
You don’t actually have to speak. They 
just did it for me.” 
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Congressman Mervyn M. Dymally of California (above left) is a big fan of WWF champion Hulk Hogan 
(above right). In remarks published in the Congressional Record, Dymally called Hogan “‘a fine wrestler 


and charismatic performer,” 


Dymally attends matches both in Los 
Angeles and at the Capital Centre, 
reads Wrestling 89, and watches wres- 
tling on weekends. “I know ‘Mean’ 
Gene [Okerlund] as well as anybody,” 
Dymally said with a laugh. He admits 
that he is unique among congressmen, 
but suspects that there are some 
“closet Hulkamaniacs” sitting in the 
House. 

“T think it’s a form of recreation and 
relaxation, and there’s a little comedy 
to it,’ Dymally said. “You develop a 
sense of loyalty to your favorite peo- 
ple, and I get irritated when the refer- 
ee isn't vigilant enough. I did this be- 
cause I like the Hulk, I thought it was 
kind of different, and to give wrestling 
recognition,” Dymally said. “I’m an- 
noyed by the fact that the metropolitan 
dailies won’t cover wrestling. They 
need to recognize that people out 
there like wrestling and they can't 
continue to ignore that fact.” 

And as for that lunch with the 
“Hulkster” ... 

“I don’t know any of the wrestlers 
personally, but a friend of mine who's 
a lawyer in L.A. knows somebody 
who knows the Hulk,” Dymally said. 
“He's trying to arrange for me to have 
lunch with him.” 

Which would make this congress- 
man’s dream come true. How impres- 
sive can the oval office be when 
matched against the squared circle? 


HE’S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD... 

Joseph Estwanick has never wres- 
tled, refereed, promoted, or an- 
nounced, but he is one of the most 
important men in professional wres- 
tling. Estwanick, an orthopedic sur- 
geon at the Charlotte (N.C.) Orthope- 
dic and Sports Medicine Clinic for the 
past 10 years, can rightly be called the 
“doctor of the stars.” 

Estwanick claims to have treated 
“almost anybody you can name in the 
NWA,” including Roddy Piper, Mag- 
num T.A. (whom he worked with dur- 
ing his rehabilitation program follow- 
ing his October 1986 auto accident), 
and, currently, NWA World champion 
Ric Flair. “My specialty is sports inju- 
ries,” Estwanick said. “I’ye done a lot 
of bodybuilding myself, and I’m in 
tune to what the fellas want and 
need.” 

Over the past several years, a good 
deal of his time has been spent study- 
ing injuries suffered by wrestlers in 
the ring. “I tried to pinpoint specific 
injuries and I got stats on what are the 
more dangerous moves,” Estwanick 
said. “I interviewed about 40 wres- 
tlers, went over their actual career in- 
juries, and I have full data on height, 
weight, number of injuries sustained, 
days missed, X-rays, and I’m ready to 
turn it into a paper.” 

According to Estwanick, wrestlers 
suffer a great deal of injuries that are 


compounded by the little time they’re 
given to heal. “Even when injured, 
they don’t stop for a minute,” he said. 
“They do wrestle injured a high per- 
centage of the time.” 

Flair’s current injury—a ruptured 
cervical disc in the neck—was severe 
enough to keep him on the sidelines 
for an expected eight weeks. “It’s 
putting pressure on the nerve that 
goes down his left arm, Estwanick 
explained. “Right now, he’s undergo- 
ing a lot of therapy and the neck is in 
traction. Part of it is rest, part medica- 
tion, mostly muscle relaxants. We're 
watching it along. There’s a little bit of 
weakness where the nerve is. Hope- 
fully, he’ll be able to get by without 
neurosurgery. Most people can.” 

Magnum T.A., on the other hand, 
will have a very difficult time ever re- 
turning to the ring. “It would be ex- 
tremely dangerous,” Estwanick said. 
“The chance of reinjury would be too 


Although he has made a remarkable recovery 
from his auto accident, Magnum T.A, will probably 
not wrestle again. 


great. The spinal cord has already 
been severely traumatized.” 

But, Estwanick added, T.A. has “al- 
ready gone farther than anybody had 
prayed for. He made a miraculous re- 
covery from what could’ve been an 
extremely sad situation. He’s been 
very dedicated. He treated it like that 
was his challenge in life and he’s go- 
ing to beat it. He was inspiring to a lot 
of our patients and he still goes over 
to the rehab center. 

“Right now, he’s getting toward the 
level where he'll show all the improve- 
ment he’s going to show,” Estwanick 
added. “It’s possible that he’ll have full 
use of his right arm, but the longer it 
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goes, the less likely that is, although 
we've seen patients improve farther 
down the road than he is.” 


RANDOM NOTES 

Informed sources have told Wres- 
tling 89 that three-time former NWA 
World champion Dusty Rhodes has 


The “American Dream" Dusty Rhodes has report- 
edly signed to wrestle in the WWF. 


signed with the WWF. In fact, he 
might be wrestling in the WWF by the 
time you read this. Neither Rhodes nor 
WWF officials could be reached for 
comment ... Roddy Piper, who con- 
stantly insists that he’s not making a 
comeback, wrestled Nord the Barbar- 
ian in an exhibition match recently in 
Portland and has substituted for Jake 
Roberts against Ted DiBiase on sever- 
al WWF cards along the West Coast. 
Piper pinned DiBiase in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Sacramento, and 
was greeted by a tremendous ovation 
each time. Jimmy Snuka, now in- 
volved in a feud with The Honky Tonk 
Man, has also filled in for Roberts ... 
Look for the Zeus-Hulk Hogan feud to 
heat up. Zeus, believe it or not, ap- 
pears to be disturbed by his loss to 
the Hogan character “Rip” in the mov- 
ie No Holds Barred. But can he wres- 
tle? ... Jim Cornette and The Mid- 
night Express—Stan Lane and Bobby 
Eaton—have wrestled on several CWF 
cards. They're also entered in the 
NWA World tag team title tournament 
... Tony Atlas is still on top of the 
ICW and feuding with Joe Savoldi... 
The ICW can now be seen on 
SportsChannel ... Chris Champion 
and Mark Starr are teaming as 
Wildside in the CWA. They’re feuding 
with Jeff Jarrett and Billy Travis ... 


World Class official Frank Dusek has 
been cleared of all charges related to 
the reinstatement of Eric Embry fol- 
lowing a loser-leaves-town match. Em- 
bry was reinstated after a Percy 
Pringleled petition drive, which re- 
sulted in thousands of letters from 
World Class fans. Embry’s feud with 
Gen. Skandor Akbar’s Army, howev- 
er, is anything but over ... Ole and 
Brad Anderson are calling themselves 
The Minnesota Wrecking Crew in the 
Atlantic Coast Wrestling Federation. 
Ole, along with Brad’s father Gene, 
comprised the original Minnesota 
Wrecking Crew ... Former world tag 
team champions on the brink: The 
British Bulldogs and Bad Company 


stormy breakup in Calgary; Paul Dia- 
Tanaka have 


mond and Pat 


Paul Diamond Pat Tanaka appear to be 
through as Bad Company. 

irreconcible differences stemming 
from their loss of the AWA belts to 
Ken Patera and Brad Rheingans ... 
Madison Square Garden is closed for 
the summer; SummerSlam ’89 will be 
held on August 28 in the Byme Mead- 
owlands Arena. 


THE LAST WORD 

Lanny Poffo is now calling himself 
“The Genius” and has converted him- 
self into a rulebreaker, but the reviews 
have not all been positive. Take this 
sampling. First, from WWF commenta- 
tor Jesse Ventura: ‘Lanny Poffo with a 
beard looks like one of my old profes- 
sors from Yale.” And from cohort 
Vince McMahon: “That [Poffo] is 
enough to make you head for the 
nearest vormitorium.” 0 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Matt Brock 


THE SPORT WILL ALWAYS 
BE THE SPORT 


FTER 40 YEARS covering this racket, I’ve seen a lot 

of changes, some good, some bad. But you can be 
sure that wrestling in 1989 is a whole lot different than it 
was back in the war years. I don’t think I have to point 
out that we didn’t have TV back then. If you wanted to 
see wrestling, you had to get off your butt, hop on the el, 
and get down to an arena. 

Not anymore. And if I had to come up with one reason 
why wrestling has changed so much, it’s definitely televi- 
sion. Now everybody wants to be noticed, so they dye 
their hair blond and wear these flashy ring robes into the 
ring. Not that you never saw that back then, but it wasn’t 
as prevalent. You look at some of the old guys, like 
Strangler Lewis, Everett Marshall, Jim Londos, Bill 
Longson, and even Lou Thesz and Buddy Rogers, and 
you'll know what I’m talking about. 

Of course, some things haven't changed. The ring’s 
about the same size, and there are still three ring ropes 
surrounding it, supported by four metal ringposts. I actu- 
ally talked to a guy who manufactures the tumbuckles 
the other day and he told me they’re still made of the 
same material and they’re the same weight. And, of 
course, the bad guys still spit, the good guys still shake 
hands with the fans, and the refs wear black and white. 

So what has changed? Well, you’re probably expecting 
me to say something about valets, but that’s how Fabu- 
lous Moolah got her start, a long time ago, and try as 
some of us have, there just seems to be no way of 
keeping women away from the ring. I guess you could 
say the problem’s gotten worse. I just say that a prob- 
lem’s a problem, no matter how bad it is. 

To me, the difference is the look. I remember back in 
the old days at Sunnyside Gardens. With all the people 
smoking in that big barn, it looked like London on a bad 
day. Men wore suits to the arenas with black hats and 
women rarely came to watch. People drank but nobody 
got drunk, and the worst profanity you’d ever hear was 
somebody calling Killer Kowalski a dirty bum. 

Another difference is that these days, you check out 
the press room after a match and everybody’s sitting 
there with these little portable computers. Back then, 
writers brought along their portable Royals, pecked out a 
story, and either read it over the phone or gave it to the 
copy boy to bring in. This was all part of the atmo- 
sphere—the atmosphere that has gone out of wrestling. 

But it’s been replaced by something new. Take away 
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The Sportatorium, Boston Garden, and the Westchester 
County Center, which is rarely used, and there isn’t an 
arena around with any kind of history (although some- 
body should drop a ring into Comiskey Park; that would 
bring back some memories). The day they knocked 
down Roosevelt Stadium in Jersey City, I came damn 
close to tears. Madison Square Garden? Maybe the old 
one, but the new one’s too slick for me. 

T'll tell you one thing, though: Walk into some of these 
new arenas and you don't walk out feeling like you need 
a shower. There’s more of a family atmosphere now, 
although with some of the words you hear these maniacs 
screaming out, you have to wonder why anybody would 
want to bring their kids to the matches. But the seats are 
comfortable, the johns are cleaner, and the beer is 
colder. 

And, of course, the wrestlers are a lot more flamboy- 
ant. You never had anybody like Hulk Hogan stomping 
around the ring flexing his muscles and making the 
crowd go crazy, or Ric Flair accompanied by 40 women, 
or even Rick Steamboat with his wife and that son of his 
on a mule. Wrestling is now sport and show. To me, at 
least, it used to be all sport. 

Is that bad? Well, it all depends on your outlook. Times 
change. Give me the flashy wrestlers over the designated 
hitter in baseball or the three-point goal in basketball any 
day. Once the bell rings, very little has changed. Think 
there’s less science? You’re wrong. Give me Thesz and 
Pll give you Flair. Give me Verne Gagne and I'll give you 
Ted DiBiase. Brawlers? Give me Fritz Von Erich and I'll 
give you Hogan or The Ultimate Warrior. The style hasn't 
changed, just the look, 

A lot of people just expect me to always glorify the 
past and put down the present, but if I didn’t still love 
this sport, I couldn't do my job. I've never seen anything 
like that Flair-Steamboat match on May 7 in Nashville. 
Hogan-Savage at WrestleMania V goes right on my list of 
all-time memorable bouts. 

Many years ago, I ran into Red Smith at Aqueduct 
Racetrack. I said, “Red, why do you keep doing it?” and 
he answered, “Brock, you know the reason. The sport 
will always be the sport.” O 


Matt Brock is a columnist for Pro Wrestling Dlustrated 
and Inside Wrestling and is a frequent contributor to 
this magazine. 
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yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 
into your own home! 


Sample The 
Excitement! 
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Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They’re all here, 
and more—including American 


Slant-Eyed Slaughter 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 
®@ Wendi Richter & “‘Devil’” Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 
@ Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
®@ Monster Ripper & ‘Devil’ Masami 
vs. Ayumi ‘Jumbo’ Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 
@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
® “Crush Girl’ Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 


superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 
enjoy. These tapes are certain to 
become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 


Special Magazine Offer: 

In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 

the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the 
excitement and thrills of Japanese 


You've heard about them . . . you’ve read 
about them. . . now you can see them for 
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Riot Of The Rising Sun 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 


@ Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 
vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 
“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 

@ Masked You & Kaoru ‘‘Dump” 
Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 

Chigusa Nagayo—‘‘The Crush Girls” 

® “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 
@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. “Devil” 
Masami 
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women’s wrestling—in your own 
home. 


‘SPECIAL NOTE: These tapes, distributed by 
Powersports Video in association with American 
Video, are being sold exclusively for a limited 
time only in the United States by T.V. Sports. 
Both tapes include English play-by-play 
commentary recorded alongside the original _ 
Japanese commentary and crowd noise. While 
the English commentary is poor, the action level 
and match quality of these bouts more than 
makes up for it. We're.convinced you'll be 
completely satisfied by these programs. 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 apie ied £ 
: ant-Ey jaughter 
lam enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage Cl Riot Of The Rising Sun 


and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape 


lam Ordering. (SORRY—VHS orders only) 


Name: 


Address: 


City: State? _—__—_ 2p. 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Johnny Valiant 


“MY NEW DREAM TEAM 
WILL DOMINATE THE AWA!” 


IVE YEARS AGO, you may recall, I 
managed the “Dream Team’—Greg 
“The Hammer” Valentine and Bnitus Beef- 
cake—to the WWF World tag tearm title. 
They were a good team, but they never 
would have reached their goal had it not 
been for the guidance of “Luscious” Johnny. 
Today I'm managing two young men I 
also call the “Dream Team,” and they have 
loads more talent than those other boys. 
Their names are Mike Enos and Wayne 
“The Train” Bloom. They're known as The 
Destruction Crew. You may not have heard 
much about these guys, but they’re pretty 
damn good. I can guarantee you they'll be 


A 


the next AWA World tag team champions. Johnny Valiant is aking for math 


Let me start at the beginning and give world tag team tit 
you some history about these boys. I scout- 
ed them for months, long before they became a team. 
Nobody else knew about this, except, of course, my clos- 
est confidantes, none of whom include any of you people. 
Right from the start I saw what tremendous potential they 
possessed. They’re two powerhouses and, more important- 
ly, they can wrestle. 

I got an even better look at these boys when I came to 
the AWA as a color commentator, the best they've ever 
had. My expertise (and good looks, of course) added a 
touch of class to an otherwise shabby production. As soon 
as they heard me, Lee Marshall and Larry Nelson updated 
their resumes. 

Getting back to the Destruction Crew. I saw that despite 
their obvious abilities, they needed some guidance. So, 
being the astute manager I am, I approached the boys and 
offered my services. Just as Enos was about to open his 
mouth, Bloom said they’d be glad to take me on as their 
leader. Smart boys. 

Now events were moving along just swimmingly until my 
men had an encounter with that senile old Indian, Wahoo 
McDaniel, and some punk kid named Scott Norton. It 
seems he’s some sort of an arm-wrestling champion. Big 
hairy deal. This Norton kid thinks he can fight like Ken 
Norton; Ed Norton is more like it. He’s an oversized, 
muscleheaded lug, is what he is. 

Let me tell you what happened here. Wahoo and Norton 
were cheating like crazy. They broke every nile in the 
book, and some that haven't even been printed. So natural- 
ly, I felt it incumbent upon myself to help my men protect 
themselves. From my ringside position as an announcer, I 
handed Enos and Bloom their constuction helmets, 
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just to make it a fair fight. 

The next thing I knew, Norton went ber- 
serk and cleared out the ring. Well, excuse 
us, Scottie boy. We didn’t mean to get you 
so excited. The problem with guys like him 
is they don’t know when to stop. They hear 
the fans going crazy and they'll start beating 
up the hotdog vendor just to hear it from 
the crowd. 

Our next problem came from Mr. Ken 
Patera, the selfproclaimed Olympic hero. 
Sure, he’s got those big muscles, but be- 
tween the ears he’s about as thick as Ju- 
» nior’s cheesecake. In a display of courage 
that surprised even me, Bloom challenged 
Patera to a car-lifting contest. Patera can talk 
all he wants about what a great weightlifter 
he was, but Bloom is just as strong. I was 
certain he’d win this contest with ease. 

Things were going pretty smoothly in this contest until 
Bloom noticed that Patera was violating the rules of this 
little challenge. When the Destruction Crew sees an injus- 
tice, they try to right it. Some call what Enos and Bloom did 
next a vicious double-team attack, but did Patera deserve 
anything less? Of course not. And when his pal Brad 
Rheingans jumped in and tried to help him, he got the 
same treatment. My boys don’t fool around. 

Look, if Patera and Rheingans want a fight, we’ll happily 
oblige. Our singleminded goal is their AWA World tag 
team title, which they probably won't even have anymore 
by the time you read this. This is a young man’s sport, and 
Patera and Rheingans don’t have enough gas in their tanks 
to keep up. Enos and Bloom are young, strong, talented, 
and they have my experience working for them. Remem- 
ber, not only am I an outstanding manager, I was a tag 
team champion myself in the WWF. That gives us a big, 
big edge, my friends. 

At this point you may be thinking, ‘Gee, ‘Luscious’ John- 
ny, you're so talented, you should be managing singles 
wrestlers, too.” Just sit tight, little ones. I have a lot of plans 
for the future. The wheels are constantly tuming in this 
large cranium of mine. I'll do for some lucky fellow what 
I'm doing for Enos and Bloom and what I’ve done for 
dozens of guys. I get calls every day from men thanking 
me for saving their careers. 

My fame spreads coast to coast like boardin’ house toast, 
baby, You get an offer from “Luscious” Johnny you don't 
tum it down. I’m the best there was, is, and always will be, 
and don't you forget it. Oo 


The Von Ench 
family has long 
been known as 

‘The First Family 
Of Professional 
Wrestling,’ Now, 
a deluxe-quality 
videotape and 
collectors’ edition 
hardcover book 
bnng all the excitement, 


drama, tragedy, and tni- 
umph of the Von Enichs - 
into your home! . 
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Iam enclosing: 


THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDEis an up-close and personal look 
at the Von Erich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 
Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 
Mike, and Fritz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape col- 
lection. (Sorry, VHS format only is available in this special offer.) Included in this 
sensational 70-minute tape: 


©The entire June 1, 1982, Fritz Von Erich no-disqualification retirement match 
against King Kong Bundy. 


@ The complete March 4, 1983, Kevin Von Erich-Terry Gordy match in which 
Kevin won the World Class American belt! 

® Highlights of David Von Erich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harley 
Race. 


® The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Erich captured the NWA 
World title from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 


® Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 
Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 
e Rare footage of Chris Von Erich; Fritz vs. Joe Blanchard; David spanking Sunshine; six 


man action featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike’s hospital- 
ization from toxic shock syndrome. 


THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUMis a magnificent 
history of the entire Von Erich family in words and pe | 


* Subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Fam- 
5 ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, 
- David, Kerry, Mike, and Chns—plus rare photos of Takin | 


FA M-l-b ¥ A 
over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- a 
zling color photography. Many of these photos are from the 
Von Erich personal family scrapbooks (including many 
baby photos and school portraits) and have neverbeen 
published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed 
hardcover volume measures 82x11 and is 128 pages in 
length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


ra eand handling). 
ee ock and videotape isamustlave™" | PLEASE RUSH ME: 
poo yon Exich fa. Order today Oo 


THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 
THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 
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MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


© $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape 1 am ordering. 
@ $15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book I am ordering 


ADDRESS: 


CITY: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| NAME: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


STATE: = 2 1P: 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape or book ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or book ordered for air- 
l mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 
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on the excellence that has made PW/the 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
lendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


June 1 ryeietesel Land oe) Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy , Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 


November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll, British Bull , Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 


January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

Sorpeeeet | February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
YD kT & Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP; Lex ee 
Di & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, Housecieaning. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 


June 1987/COLOR PINUP; Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall, 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP; Midnight 
Rockers, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase, Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham, 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP; The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Mantel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP;: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP; Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP; The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1989/COLOR PINUP; Rick Stein- 
er. Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, 
Turner, Powers. 

May 1989/COLOR PINUP; Missy Hyatt. 
Hogan, Ultimate, Kerry, Luger, Steam- 
boat, 10 stars in limbo. 

June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Steamboat. Hogan vs. Savage, War- 
riors, Zbyszko, Rhodes. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham, Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 

duly 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter, Hogan vs. ere Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk-: 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams, Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Rc Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Omdorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
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June 1982/COLOR PINUP; Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 


Au 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie, 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP; Larry 
Zbyszko. Leta ia ow! Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling lI. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race, 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP; Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

duly 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Roddy Pip- 
er. Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 
Tournament, Studd, Muraco. 

August 1989/COLOR PINUP: Lex 
Luger. Hogan, Ultimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, Road Warriors, Rhodes. 
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CROSSFIRE 


ERIC EMBRY 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


BILL APTER: Eric Embry, wel- 
come back from the dead, so to 
speak. From the World Class tapes 
we've been watching, a lot of us 
never thought you'd wrestle again. 
EDDIE ELLNER: Quite frankly, a 
lot of us didn’t care. 

ERIC EMBRY: Thank you, Bill. I 
was in a bad way in the hospital. I 
never thought I'd see the inside of 
a ring either. And thank you, 
Eliner. I expect a comment like 
that from a small-minded eel like 
yourself. 

EE: No offense, Eric. I applaud 
your comeback, your ability to re- 
turn after the brutal pasting Akbar’s 
boys gave you. But this is a wres- 
tling magazine, not a legal journal. I 
need a lawyer to explain the non- 
sense that’s going down in Texas. 
EMBRY: Business as usual in this 
business. Betrayal, sneak-attacks, 
dirty tactics. 

EE: The kind of stuff you used to 
do on a regular basis. 

EMBRY: Can’t argue with that. 
Will you explain, Bill, or should I? 
BA: Pick up the story if I slip. It 
does get a bit complicated. Six 
months ago, Eric, you broke your 
tulebreaking vows and become 
embroiled in a major feud against, 
among others, Gary Young, The 
Beast, Cactus Jack, Brickhouse 
Brown, and Zodiac. 

EMBRY: I have Kerry Von Erich 
to thank for changing my basic 
wrestling philosophy, and ... 

EE: Another reason to hate the Von 
Erichs, 

EMBRY: . . . and, basically, I’m at 
war against Gen. Skandor Akhar’s 
entire stable of thugs. Remember, 
not too long ago I was the World 
Class light heavyweight champi- 
on. I may not be able to handle 
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The unedited transcript follows 


Eric Embry struggles to take a baseball bat out 
of the hands of Zodiac, one of Gen, Skandor 
Akbar’s henchmen in this World Class war. 


three heavyweights at once, but I 
promise you this: I will not rest 
until each one of Akbar’s men 
knows the pain and anguish I 
went through. My scars will be 
their scars. I won’t sleep until 
each one of those animals is 


punished. 

BA: Let's go to the beginning. 
EE: You mean back when you had 
hatr? 

BA: Ignore pests and maybe they'll 
go away. With Cactus Jack interfer- 
ing, you drop a loser-leaves-town 
match to Gary Young and are 
forced out of World Class. But, as a 
result of a massive letter-writing 
campaign, matchmaker Frank 
Dusek reinstates you. 

EMBRY: That's correct. The fans 


really got behind me. I owe them 
a lot. 
EE: Bill, you must be kidding me. 
You don’t have a problem with this 
petition nonsense? 
BA: The fans spoke. The reason 
you, me, and Enc are here is be- 
cause of the fans. There’d be no 
sport without them. It may be un- 
usual, but I don’t see anything temi- 
bly wrong in it. 
EE: This isn’t Save The Otters! If 
we're going to let the fans decide 
everything, why go through the 
charade of wrestling? Why not let 
the fans vote for champion? Then 
we can all sit at home with letter 
openers and watch China Beach. 
EMBRY: The fans voiced their 
opinion. They pay their money, 
they should be entitled to see me 
wrestle if they want. 
EE: If you had the least bit of integ- 
nity, you never would have shown 
your face in World Class again. 
This whole episode has made a 
mockery of the niles. It disgusts 
any fan with a sense for fair play— 
which means, of course, your fans, 
and fans of the Von Enchs, are not 
disgusted at all. As long as their 
favorites win, they're happy. 
BA: I suppose you condone the ti- 
ple-team attack on Embry in his 
steel cage match against Akbar? 
EE: J certainly do. First of all, Em- 
bry should never have been in Dal- 
las, He lost a loser-leaves-town 
match. Loser leaves town. Does it 
take a physics major to figure that 
one out? When Hulk Hogan lost his 
ttle belt, did the WWF give it back 
to him because he was so popular? 
Fair or not, Embry lost. He should 
have been plying his mediocre tal- 
ents somewhere else. 

(Continued on page 60) 


“This is a brutal sport played by brutal men. You do 
what you can to survive. I’m doing what it takes. I’m 
getting the job done.’’ 
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A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Mlustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
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Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI “‘Skyfiyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9¥/ 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 89 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 


SPEED: “The Barber” is another example of a wrestler whose speed is 
rarely noticed, simply because he’s neither lightning-fast nor extremely 
slow. He has what is often referred to as “wrestling speed.” He's fast 
enough to keep out of trouble against a quicker opponent, but not quick 
enough to take advantage of any but his slowest rivals (i.e. Big Bossman, 
Akeem, etc.). Beefcake is at a slight disadvantage to archrival Rick Rude, 
but speed has not been a factor in his matches against 

Randy Savage. 


STRENGTH: Big and strong, the 6’3%”, 273pound Beefcake ranks 
just a notch below WWF musclemen The Ultimate Warrior and WWF 
champ Hulk Hogan, right alongside Savage, and a notch above Rude. It 
would be fair to say, in fact, that his entire game plan is built around 
strength and power. He can strongarm an opponent into submission, and 
his flying kneesmash can only be described as a power move. It is 
executed with devastating precision, as Beefcake uses the A 

full force of his body to dig into a helpless opponent. i 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Extremely weak. Beefcake was 
befuddled by Ted DiBiase’s marvelous scientific repertoire and could 
only resort to a clumsy counterattack. Bad News Brown, a brilliant martial 
arts expert, had Beefcake reeling. Simply put, Beefcake does not have a 
scientific know-how, and is capable of only the most basic maneuvers. 
Against Savage, this figures to be his biggest problem. It is unfortunate 
that a man who spends so much time in training has concen- D 
trated so little on the most important aspect of the sport. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Superb muscular structure, a dedica- 
tion to training, and a low percentage of body fat make Beefcake one of 
the most impressive physical specimens in the sport. He’s not a freak; 
he’s just built correctly. But there is a problem: His stamina is seriously in 
doubt. When he held the WWF World tag team title with Greg Valentine, 
Beefcake was in the ring much less than his partner, especially as the 
match wore on. Again, Beefcake has gone for style over A-— 
substance. He has the body; he just doesn’t have the stamina. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: If Beefcake would spend more time try- 
ing to win a match and less time trying to set up an opponent for a close 
shave, he’d probably be much more successful. But as with so many 
other WWF stars, he’s allowed his gimmick to get in the way of his game 
plan. Every move he makes is pointed toward the eventual haircut. Per- 
haps Beefcake would be more successful if he just left the shears behind. 
Besides, these illegal and dangerous tools do not belong ina B a 
ring. 


OVERALL GRADE: It’s been more than four years since the 
“Dream Team” won the WWF World tag team championship from Barry 
Windham and Mike Rotundo, and we're still waiting for Beefcake to do 
something notable on his own. He beat The Honky Tonk Man by disquali- 
fication at WrestleMania IV, and thus failed to win the Intercontinental 
title. His best bet still appears to be the I-C belt, currently held by Rick 
Rude. But Beefcake has not developed enough as a complete wrestler 
and is, at best, a better-than-average brawler. Only a pair of pruning 
shears distinguishes “The Barber” from all other B 
contenders. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


JERRY 
LAWLER 


That doesn’t seem so extraordinary, until one considers 

t Zbyszko is the current AWA World champion and 
Lawler held the belt before him. 

On May 9, 1988, Lawler defeated Curt Hennig in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, to win his first world title. It was a great 
day for Memphis—and for Lawler, an 18-year veteran 
who had tied many times to strike gold, only to be 
turned away. He promised that his title reign would be 
glorious ... and it was. 

From the outset, Lawler set a precedent of wrestling 
champions from federations besides the AWA and CWA 
(his home area). His friendly matches with World Class 
champion Kerry Von Erich turned into a war that ended 
with Lawler holding both the AWA World and WCCW 
titles. “The King” was at the top of his profession. 

But Lawler started to spread himself too thin with his 
interfederation matches. Finally, in late January of this 
year, then-AWA President Stanley Blackburn stripped 
Lawler of the World title for missing seven mandatory 


Jr LAWLER HAS never wrestled Larry Zbyszko. 
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VS. 


LARRY 
ZBYSZKO 


defenses in AWA temitories. To worsen matters, Black- 
bum banned Lawler from the battle royal to choose a 
new champion—and from the federation for life! 

That set the stage for Zbyszko, a 17-year veteran, to win 
his first world title on February 7 in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Immediately, Lawler contested the validity of Zbyszko’s 
reign, claiming that he won the title without ever beating 
the ex-champion. Zbyszko fought back, vowing to be a 
better champion than Lawler. 

It appeared that eventually these two veterans would 
somehow have to meet in the ning. After all, the AWA 
couldn't survive having a champion that won his title by 
beating non-champions. Zbyszko’s ego couldn’t handle 
not proving that he’s the best wrestler. Lawler, under- 
standably, felt cheated. 

We're still waiting for it to happen, a match that would 
pit two wily ring veterans with a world of experience 
against each other. Who would win this battle? We com- 
muissioned four experts, familiar with both wrestlers, to 
give us their opinions. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


TOMMY RICH 

Lawler vs. Zbyszko? You should've called 
this “Butthead to Butthead” instead of just 
plain “Head to Head.” Just the thought that 
these two mental midgets, ‘‘Spudhead” Zbys- 
zko and “Queen" Lawler, were ever world 
champions makes me embarrassed to admit 
that I was also a world champion. 

You know something? I don't want to talk 
about Lawler and Zbyszko. I want to talk 
about “Wildfire” Tommy Rich. I want to talk 
about how I'm coming to the AWA right 

now, and it ain't gonna be long till that World title belt is wrapped 
around my waist. Then you're not gonna have to worry about Lawler 
vs. Zbyszko, I'll have those two guys knocking down my door pleading 
for a title shot. 

But they can knock all they want; they're not gonna get one. I've 
beaten Lawler a million times, only the refs down in Memphis were 
never willing to give me an even break. As for Zbyszko, there hasn't 
been a day of my career that I wasn't better than him. 

This is more of a question of which wrestler is worse. Who would 
lose, Zbyszko or Lawler? That’s the way to put it. Well, if the ref had 
any eyes, Lawler would be DQ'd after about a minute for using those 
closed-fist punches. If he wasn’t, he'd try one of those lame piledrivers 
of his and end up falling on his face. That would be a sight! 

As for Zbyszko, well, I’m not sure what he would do. Maybe he'd 
walk around in his corer for about 10 minutes. Then he'd finally come 
out and run the other way. Talk about a match just set up for a double- 
countout. This’d be Snore-a-thon '89. 

There’s only one winner. That’s me. 

Tommy Rich, a former NWA World champion, is currently wrestling 
in Southern Championship Wrestling and makes frequent appear- 
ances in the AWA. 


STANLEY BLACKBURN 

I knew you people would get around to 
this eventually, and I'm just glad that some- 
body else is AWA president now. This gives 
me the opportunity to speak my mind with- 
out having to worry about what anybody else 
thinks. 


This may come as a big surprise to some 

_ people, but I don’t see how Lawler could 

=== lose to Zbyszko. Let's get one thing straight: 

Jerry Lawler wasn't stripped of the World title 

* because of his wrestling ability. He was 

stripped because he missed seven mandatory title defenses, In my 

mind, this made him an unworthy champion, and if he was unworthy 

then, there was no reason why he should've been allowed to compete 
in the World title battle royal. 

But that has nothing to do with what would happen if Lawler did 
wrestle Zbyszko. In my opinion, and this comes from watching Jerry 
defend the title for almost eight months, he's a much more diverse 
wrestler. He can go at you with a scientific attack, he can brawl, and he 
knows how to use the nules better than any wrestler I've ever seen. Let 
me tell you something, he confounded us a bunch of times. 

Zbyszko, on the other hand, is sharp and wily, but he’s a bit too slow 
and deliberate, It always seems like he's wasting time. I, for one, feel 
that he never would’ve won the title if not for a rookie mistake by Tom 
Zenk in the battle royal. There's just no way that Zenk should’ve tried a 
flying maneuver in that situation. Of course, I guess after 17 years in the 
sport, Zbyszko deserves a little luck once in a while. 

I'm not proud that Zbyszko is AWA World champion, but I’m proud 
of my decision. It’s just that Lawler’s the better man. 

Stanley Blackburn was AWA president for 27 years before retiring 
this past March. He is currently a member of the Texas Athletic 
Commission. 


RIC FLAIR 

You guys are asking the wrong person. I 
have respect for Larry Zbyszko. I don't have 
any for Jerry Lawler, 

I'm going to tell you why: When he was 
parading around with that AWA World title, 
all Lawler ever did was talk about how he's 
the real World champion because he wres- 
tles all these guys from other federations. 
Well, what did he do? Beat Kerry Von Erich? 
I beat Kerry when he was 100 percent, be- 
fore he had his motorcycle accident. Beat 
Austin Idol? Who the heck is Austin Idol? Bill Dundee? He never 
eee to much when he had to deal with the NWA, the major 
league. 

Then Lawler would talk about how he issued challenges to me and 
the WWF champion. Well, I don't know about Savage, but I never got 
a phone call from Lawler. Then Lawler claims he beat me, but he never 
pinned me. And I always dominated whenever we wrestled. 

As for Zbyszko, well, I've wrestled him a few times and I was always 
impressed with his professionalism. The thing is, Zbyszko doesn’t have 
a lot of tools to work with, and when he was down here, he made the 
mistake of getting involved with Baby Doll. Women are great, but that’s 
the wrong woman. 

From what I hear, Zbyszko’s on his own now and that’s the way it 
should be for him. He’s just too easily influenced. Me, I can take a 
Manager's advice and decide what to do with it. Zbyszko just follows 
blindly, And against Lawler, you don't want too many people around 
you. It just gives Lawler more people to buy. 

You know, Lawler's always gotten by on his mouth, but against 
Zbyszko, he'd be wrestling a man that can make him eat his words. 

Ric Flair, a six-time NWA World champion, has wrestled both 
Lawler and Zbyszko. 


NICK BOCKWINKEL 

Jerry Lawler and Larry Zbyszko. You know, 
when people talk about how long these two 
guys went without ever winning a world title, 
they forget that I'm the main reason. But in 
my book, there’s always been a big differ- 
ence between them: Lawler’s a winner, al- 
though he couldn't beat me. Zbyszko’s a los- 
er, and I’m surprised he could beat anybody. 

The thing about Zbyszko is that he’s always 
been tied to Bruno Sammartino. He tried to 
break those ties, but he never could. He's 
always been living in Bruno’s shadows, and he's always used that as an 
excuse to keep from improving. He never broke out of that trap. It's 
incredible that he never managed to win the World title, but I guess 
you have to look at the way he won it. 

Now, Zbyszko does have one thing going for him: He's stubborn, as 
stubbom a man as I've ever met. He just never gives in, and he's 
always looking for devious ways to win. Lawler, on the other hand, just 
has so many ways to come at you. He doesn't look like much of a 
threat, but there aren’t too many tougher wrestlers in the sport. Beating 
him makes a resume look good. 

Of course, after all these years, Zbyszko finally won something and 
now he has to be on cloud nine. Lawler has the World Class belt, but 
he’s gotten his brains beaten in my Von Erich so many times, you have 
to wonder how it's wom him down. Zbyszko is hungry; Lawler is tired. 

Four or five years ago, a match between these two would have been 
no contest. Lawler would have won. Now, it’s a tossup. Lawler’s skill 
vs, Zbyszko having something to prove. I'll go with the man who has 
something to prove. 

Nick Bockwinkel, a four-time former NWA World champion, is 
now retired. He wrestled Lawler and Zbyszko several times during 
his distinguished career. 
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SCOREBOARD 


There was little evidence to sug- 
gest that Ric Flair could still beat 
Rick Steamboat. The “Nature Boy’s” 
days as a fivetime NWA Word 
champion were over, and the torch 
had been passed to Steamboat, 
Flair’s long-time nemesis and victim. 

Yes, things had changed. On Feb- 
rary 20 in Chicago, Steamboat 
shocked Flair to win his first NWA 
World championship. Then, on April 
2 in New Orleans, Steamboat did 
what few others have ever done: He 
forced Flair to submit in the second 
fall of a best-of-three-falls match. He 
pinned Flair in several rematches. 
The Flair era was nearing an end. On 
May 7 in Nashville, “The Dragon” 
would put the legend to a final rest. 

But it was not to be. Flair is one of 
the smartest men in wrestling, and 
the most valuable piece-of knowl- 
edge he possesses is that, given 
enough chances, he can beat any 
other wrestler in the sport. Or, as 
Flair said after pinning Steamboat in 


RIC FLAIR vs. RICK STEAMBOAT 


Steamboat armlocks Flair (left); Flair crunches Steamboat (right) 


31 minutes 33 seconds, “Maybe the 
score is still in his favor, but I’ve got 
the gold.” 

He also had a cracked vertebra in 
the neck and a partially ruptured 
disc in his spine after a bmutal 
postmatch attack by Terry Funk, one 
of three ringside judges for the bout. 
At press time, Flair was expected to 
be out of action for at least 30 days, 
sadly overshadowing one of the 
greatest matches in NWA history. 

It was, indeed, a classic from even 
before the bell. Flair came to the ring 
with an entourage of 40 beautiful 
women; Steamboat, as usual, was 
joined by his lovely wife, Bonnie, 
and son, Ricky Jr., who rode a pony 
to the ring. But when the bell rang, 
both men put aside the glitz and got 
down to wrestling. 

Steamboat spent most of the match 
working on Flair’s arm, hoping to set 
him up for a chicken wing. Flair con- 
centrated on Steamboat’s left leg, 
looking to eventually debilitate him 


with a figure-four leglock. “The Drag- 
on” controlled the first 10 minutes; 
Flair rebounded in the next 10 
minutes. 

Then, with 29:18 expired, Flair fi- 
nally clamped on the figure-four leg- 
lock. Steamboat was in pain but man- 
aged to reach the ropes and force a 
break. Flair immediately regained 
the advantage and grabbed Steam- 
boat's left leg. Steamboat managed to 
floor Flair with a sensational karate 
kick. He then lifted Flair for a slam, 
but when Flair hit the mat he 
grabbed Steamboat’s left leg and ex- 
ecuted a reverse inside cradle for 
the pin, the match, and the belt. 

Immediately after referee Tommy 
Young gave him the belt, Flair 
walked over to Steamboat and lifted 
his arm. It was a great gesture and 
an amazing scene, one that will be 
remembered long after Funk’s despi- 
cable actions are forgotten. 

Love him or hate him, Ric Flair is a 
champion with class. 
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SCOREBOARD 


DICK SLATER vs. BIG STEEL MAN 


Maybe Dick Slater was better off 
with the milebreakers. Then he never 
would have had to worry about get- 
ting in the ring with Big Steel Man for 
a taped-fist match, nor would he 


have had to suffer the humiliation of 
not going the distance. 


— 


Steel Man battles Slater 


The events leading up to the May 
5 Homecoming II card at the James 
Knight Center in Miami were as fol- 
lows: Slater, along with Steel Man, 
Bam Bam Bigelow, and co-managers 
Sir Oliver Humperdink and “Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page, were feuding 


A 


with Dusty and Dustin Rhodes. On 
March 11 in Tampa, Slater tumed 
against Bigelow,.and later saved 
Dusty from an attack by Humper- 
dink, Bigelow, and Page. 

From that moment on, Page set his 
sights on Slater. He caused Slater to 
lose several matches by sending out 
Big Steel Man to interfere. Then, on 
April 29, Slater failed in his promise 
to pin Page in less than five minutes 
and, as per agreement, was forced to 
leave the FCW. First, however, he 
was allowed to finish out his match 
commitments. 

One of those commitments was the 
taped-fist bout against Steel Man, a 
bloody grudge match fought in 10 
three-minute rounds. It was clear 
from the opening bell that neither 
Man would go the distance. As it 
tured out, Steel Man’s size and 
youth were too much for the gutsy 
Slater. He knocked him out in the 
fourth round, adding a painful epi- 
logue to Slater’s FCW tenure. 

Since then, Steel Man has beaten 
Rhodes for the PWF title and Slater 
has left Florida. 


TOM ZENK vs. LARRY ZBYSZKO 


Let's get one thing straight: The 
feud between Tom Zenk and Lamy 
Zbyszko was not bome out of mutual 
respect. It was bome out of 
coincidence. 

On February 7 in St. Paul, Minneso- 
ta, Zbyszko eliminated Zenk to win a 
battle royal for the AWA World 
championship vacated when Jeny 
Lawler was stripped of the belt. 
Zbyszko, however, was lucky to win. 
When Zenk attempted a flying body- 
press, Zbyszko caught him and cata- 
pulted him over the top rope for the 
victory. 

“Tve got something to prove,” 
Zenk said afterward. “That belt was 
there for me to win, and now it’s 
around the waist of a pretender. If 
you ask me, that’s no way to win a 
title. He didn’t pin me, he just caught 
me out of fear and threw me out. 
Well, I’m gonna prove that I’m the 
better man.” 


Ee. 


Zenk headlocks Zbyszko 


“I won, he lost,’ Zbyszko said. 
‘Tm the ‘Living Legend,’ he’s a 
young has-been that just can’t deal 
with fate. He’s gotta learn that stupid- 
ity doesn’t win matches. You don’t 
come at somebody with a flying 
bodypress in a match like that. You 
saw what happened. Now I’m gonna 
teach him a few more lessons.” 

Those lessons add up to one sim- 
ple moral: Never trust Zbyszko. 
They’ve had several rematches since 
then. Each time, the athletic and ac- 
robatic Zenk has been in control of 
his older and wiser opponent. The 
matches, however, have ended with 
similar results: Zbyszko finds a way to 
cover Zenk, then uses the ropes for 
leverage, making it impossible for 
Zenk to kick out. 

“He made the mistake of getting 
involved with me when I had some- 
thing to prove,” Zbyszko said. “He’s 
just paying the price.” 


SCOREBOARD 


BUDDY ROBERTS vs. 
JEFF JARRETT 


Ordinary matches couldn’t end the 
feud between Buddy Roberts and 
Jeff Jarrett. Steel cages couldn’t con- 
tain the hatred they felt for each oth- 
er. Texas death matches weren't vio- 
lent enough. Roberts and Jarrett 
needed a hospital elimination match. 

A hospital elimination match ? 

That’s right, and the mules of the 
match ensured that one of these two 
men would be in pretty sad shape 
by the end of the night: A winner 
wouldn't be declared until one man 
was so badly beaten, he couldn’t go 
on. That man, as it turned out, was 
the rough and rigged Roberts, who 
even used a scaffold, set up for 
match later in the card, to “mess up 
pretty boy Jarrett’s face.” 

It wasn’t enough. 

“This was a great win for me be- 
cause it erased this misconception 
that seems to follow me around,” 
Jarrett said. “I’ve been called a pretty 
boy before by men like Roberts, but 
I always end up on top.” 

But was it worth it? Roberts re- 
fused treatment from doctors and 
vowed to feud on, a stubborn man 
who doesn’t know when to quit. 


There seemed to be no reason for 
them to continue. At WrestleMania 
V, Hogan took everything Savage 
dished out and still regained the 
WWF World title. Rarely had the 
“Macho Man” suffered such a deci- 
sive loss; rarely had “Hulkamania” 
worked such magic. 

And yet, with new manager Sheri 
Martel at his side—a lethal weapon 
perhaps more powerful than the 
beauty of Elizabeth—the “Macho 
Man” fights on in his quest to regain 
the belt. 

The Hogan-Savage post-Wrestle- 
Mania V matches are a vivid contrast 
to the WrestleMania V main event 
itself, as well as the bouts during 
their initial feud back in 1986. Savage 
has become more violent and intent 
on permanently injuring Hogan, and 
Martel, a two-time former world 
women’s champion, is always getting 
involved. 

Martel, of course, is Savage’s re- 
venge. At WrestleMania V, he made 
it clearly known that he did not want 
Elizabeth at ringside. In fact, his man- 
handling of the petite manager was 
one of the most shocking events of 
WrestleMania. In Martel, he has a 
manger who is the complete oppo- 
site of Elizabeth: physical, aggres- 


HULK HOGAN vs. RANDY SAVAGE 


Hogan slugs Savage 


sive, and innately evil. 

Martel has gone so far with her 
outside interference at times that Ho- 
gan, a model of decency, has struck 
her on several occasions. This is in- 
credible behavior from a man who 
has always preached clean living, 
but a woman like Martel—and the in- 
tensity of the feud with Savage—can 
do that to a man. 

In this match, Savage was clearly 
the aggressor. He also had a two-on- 
one advantage as he constantly put 
the “Hulkster” in position for an at- 
tack by Martel. Finally, Martel’s inter- 
ference became too much for the 
champ to take and he was counted 
out by the referee as he pursued 
“Sensational” Sherri outside the ring. 

Similar results have occurred in 
other arenas around the country. In 
fact, almost every Hogan-Savage re- 
match has ended with Martel causing 
Hogan to be counted out. Of course, 
this hurts Savage, who each time. 
loses a valuable opportunity to regain 
the belt. But it also hurts Hogan, who 
hates to lose and is not consoled by 
the idea of merely retaining the title. 

Only Sherri Martel has gained from 
all this. Her viciousness has over- 
shadowed what should have been a 
great series of matches. O 
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INTERVIEW 89 
TERRY FUNK 


Who is the most hated man in the NWA today? Ric Flair? Michael Hayes? Steve Williams? Kevin Sullivan? 


Would you believe Terry Funk? 


Until May, Funk was looked upon as a relic of the 1970s, the answer to a trivia question: Who defeated 
Jack Brisco for the NWA World title in 1975? At that time, Funk was one of the hottest stars in the sport, de- 
feating his opponents with a canny blend of rulebreaking and scientific maneuvers. Most of today’s fans re- 

member Funk from his brief stint in the WWF a few years ago, or from his acting appearances in several films 
(he most recently appeared in Road House with Patrick Swayze). 
Funk was lured back into wrestling when his long-time enemy, Dusty Rhodes, returned to Florida and the 
PWE in March. In one of Funk’s first PWF appearances, he used a chair to fracture the leg of Dustin Rhodes, 
Dusty’s son, during a match in Tampa on March 11. Funk, looking tougher, meaner, and more dangerous 


than ever, was just getting started. 


Angered by Funk's brutality, Rhodes challenged Funk to a Texas death match on May 5 in Tampa. Despite 
the bout’s bunkhouse rules in the bout, Funk was disqualified for striking referee Mickey Jay. It was clear that 
Funk was his old violent self, but he was saving his calling card for two days later at the Nashville Municipal 


Auditorium. 


The NWA championship committee commissioned Funk, Pat O’Connor, and Lou Thesz, all former NWA 
World champions, to serve as ringside judges for the NWA World title match between champion Rick Steam- 
boat and Ric Flair at Wrestle War '89. After 31:33 of action, Flair reversed a bodyslam attempt by Steamboat 

and rolled up the Hawaiian for his sixth NWA championship. 


After the match, Funk entered the ring as Flair was being interviewed by commentator Jim Ross. Funk con- 
gratulated the new champion, but then challenged Flair to a title match. Flair said that since Funk was no 
longer ranked in the top 10, he would have to earn his shot. 


Funk responded by attacking Flair, throwing him out of the ring, and delivering a brutal piledriver on the 
judge's table. Then, after throwing the table on the prone Flair, Funk slammed the defenseless champion 
over the head with a metal chair. The ‘Nature Boy” suffered a cracked vertebra in his neck and a partially 

ruptured disc in his back. Funk was indeed back, and his brutal actions were more than enough to rush him 
into the Most Hated ratings, even before he wrestled his first match in the NWA. 


Assistant Editor Bob Smith ventured to Funk’s sprawling ranch in Amarillo, Texas, for this interview with the 

former NWA champion. Funk was anything but a gracious host, according to the reporter. “This man is dan- 

gerous,” said Smith. “Not only would Funk do anything to win a match, but he’s proud of what a monster he 
is. | have a feeling the worst is still to come from this man.” 


WRESTLING 89: | would be the 
last guy to put down your wrestling 
skills, Terry, but your actions recent- 
ly leave a lot to be desired ... 
FUNK: Huck ... PATOOEY! (Funk 
unleashes a stream of brown tobac- 
co juice aimed directly at Smith’s 
chest) 

WRESTLING 89: Oh, no, my new 
suit! If you have to chew that 
Redman all the time, can’t you at 
least control the juice? 

FUNK: Sure, | can control it. | just 
don’t wanna control it, just like | 
never wanna control myself in the 
ting. If you're not man enough to 


take my lifestyle, the door’s right be- 
hind you. There’s been a lot of men 
the Funk brothers have come up 
against that couldn’t take it, and 
they’re all long gone now, like Jack 
Brisco, Harley Race, and that fat 
son-of-a-gun Dusty Rhodes. 
WRESTLING 89: Wait a second. 
Rhodes are Race are still wrestling. 
Both of those men are a lot more 
active than you’ve been until 
recently. 

FUNK: They may be active, but 
they’re not nearly as dangerous. 
Those egg-sucking dogs are just 
shells of their former selves. As for 


Dusty, well, this ol’ man showed 
that illegitimate little | snot-nosed 
punk of his what being a real man 
is all about. 

WRESTLING 89: Sure you did, by 
using a chair against him—just like 
you did against Ric Flair. 

FUNK: That’s right, son. | used a 
chair against both of ’em. If there 
was something bigger and a little 
stronger to use, | would’ve picked it 
up and hit ’em with that, too. You 
see, as far as I’m concerned, pro- 
fessional wrestling is a man’s game. 
This is war, survival of the fittest, 
the most violent sport ever devised 
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by man or beast. Why come down 
so hard on me just because | use 
everything at my disposal to win? 
WRESTLING 89: Well, it’s not so 
much the tactics you use, because 
veteran fans such as myself have 
seen you do it all before. But you 
had the NWA officials right where 
you wanted them. At Clash of the 
Champions VI back on April 2, you 
delivered color commentary for the 
Flair-Steamboat match, and you 
were the perfect gentleman the en- 
tire time. They brought you in as a 
judge for Wrestle War, and you at- 
tack a man who had just wrestled 
for over 30 minutes. 

FUNK: Those NWA officials are idi- 
ots, and you’re an idiot. When | en- 
tered the ring, the only thing | had 
on my mind was to congratulate Ric 
for winning his sixth NWA World ti- 
tle. | just wanted to shake his hand, 
and | figured it was a good time to 
throw my hat in the ring, so to 
speak, for a title match. If he was 
half the big, brave champion he 
says he is, he should’ve just accept- 


ed my challenge right then and 
there. Instead, he insults me, says 
I've been hanging around with Syl- 
vester Stallone too much. Well, Flair 
thinks he’s big time, but my Holly- 
wood friends are the real big time. 
WRESTLING 89: So you used the 
fact that he wanted to enjoy his vic- 
tory on his own as an insult. You 
didn’t have any business being in 
the ring in the first place! 


FUNK’S 14 MONTHS AS NWA CHAMPION 


Although Terry Funk is still one of the most dangerous competitors in the 
sport, few would deny that he was at his best in the mid-’70s, when he held 
the NWA World championship. 

Ever since his brother, Dory Funk Jr., lost the NWA World title in 1973 to 
Harley Race after holding it for four years, Terry was anxious to return the 
belt to the Funk family as quickly as possible. It would take Terry two years 
to do so. On December 10, 1975, Funk met Jack Brisco for the title on a 
night when he wasn’t even supposed to wrestle. 

Terry shocked a Miami Beach crowd by running 
into the ring and grabbing the house microphone. He 
announced to the fans that Dory, who originally was 
supposed to wrestle Brisco, was stuck in Japan and 
could not make it to the arena—and challenged 
Brisco to the title match. Brisco, who didn’t want to 
disappoint the fans who showed up for the match, 
readily accepted the challenge. 

At the 20-minute mark, Brisco caught Funk in his 

) figure-four leglock, his favorite finishing maneuver. 
P| When Brisco locked Funk in the hold, it looked as if 
Funk had passed out. Funk, however, was only feigning weakness. He 
grabbed Brisco’s right shoulder, knocking him off-balance. He then cradled 
the champion for the winning pin. “Il guess Funk had a better night than | 
did,” said Brisco after the match, refusing to make excuses for the loss. ‘I 
lost tonight. Terry is a great wrestler. I’ve never discredited his ability.” 

Unfortunately, many people discredited Funk’s tactics over the next 14 
months. His feuds with Pat O'Connor, Dusty Rhodes, Chavo Guerrero, and 
Ivan Putski are still remembered as grappling classics. After claiming that he 
had “brought the NWA to its knees” in late 1976, he would lose the title to 
Harley Race by submission on February 6, 1977, at the Maple Leaf Gardens 
in Toronto. Ironically, Funk would submit to the Indian deathlock, which was 
very similar to Brisco’s hold. “I'll get that belt back before you know it,” said 
Funk after the bout. 

Twelve years later, Funk has returned to the NWA, and his goal hasn't 
changed. He still wants to win the NWA World title—at any cost. 

-Bob Smith 
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August 26, 1979: Terry Funk’s attack on Dusty 
Rhodes (left) helps Harley Race win the NWA 
World title. Ten years later, Funk attacks Ric 
Flair after the ‘‘Nature Boy” regains that title 
from Rick Steamboat (below). 


FUNK: Like hell | didn’t! Get your 
record book out and check it, junior. 
There it is, in black and white: De- 
cember 10, 1975, to February 6, 
1977, Terry Funk, the NWA World 
heavyweight champion, and the 
greatest one of all time. That alone 
should make me the number-one 
contender to any title | set my mind 
to. And right now, it’s the NWA 
World championship | want back 
around my waist. So | figured I’d 
give Flair a little reminder of just 
who he was snubbing. 
WRESTLING 89: So you used 
Flair’s moment of glory to attack 
him, sending to the hospital. It’s 
been a couple of weeks, and Flair 
still hasn't returned to action. That’s 
not being tough. That’s just being a 
coward. 

FUNK: You know, remarks like that 
would send a much better man than 
you to the hospital, where you could 
share a respirator with Flair. But 
since you’re such an out-of-shape 
simp, I'll leave you be. But you’re 
coming close to getting a pair of 
spurs up your big butt. 
WRESTLING 89: You still haven't 
answered my question. How could 
you blindside Flair like that? 
FUNK: | just wanted to show Flair 
and the world that I’m one guy 
who’s a long way from bein’ over 
the hill. Ask Dusty Rhodes or his 
little rug rat if I’m over the hill. Ask 
Flair now if I’m past my prime. Just 
three more victims of the Funk 
legend. 

WRESTLING 89: A man doesn't 
have to be your opponent to be 
your victim, Terry. | remember Au- 


gust 26, 1979, like it was yesterday. 
Five days earlier, Dusty Rhodes had 
won the NWA World title from Har- 
ley Race, and it was one of their 
first rematches. So what happens? 
You attacked Dusty right before the 
match, and you practically tore his 
right arm off his body! Rhodes, be- 
ing the man he is, refused to pull 
out of the match, but he was in no 
shape to wrestle, and Race re- 
gained his belt. | don’t understand 
why you weren’t banned right then 
and there. 

FUNK: And | don’t understand why 
| keep giving interviews to you jerk- 
water reporters. Rhodes was just 
getting the same treatment that Flair 
got. Rhodes was ignoring my claim 
as his top contender. It should’ve 
been me getting that title match 
against Rhodes, the same way Flair 
should have agreed to give me a 
title match. 

WRESTLING 89: But how can you 
expect to get an automatic title 
shot? | mean, you just came back 
to the NWA after being gone for 
years! 

FUNK: Don’t you listen? | am the 
greatest NWA World champion in 
history. | have earned anything I’ve 
ever wanted just by being the great- 
est. Look, | beat the cow dung out 
of Flair, but there’s no doubt he'll 
be back, right? And who’s the first 
man he’s gonna want to get his 
grubby hands on? It’s gonna be 
me, that’s who. I’m a psychological 
genius, and people just think | beat 
up people for the fun of it. There’s 
other ways to have fun, like acting. 
WRESTLING 89: Does your return 
to the ring mean you’re giving up 
your acting career for good? 
FUNK: Are you crazy? Acting offers 
me a chance to show my artistic 
side in a way that fills my pockets 
quite nicely. Right now, I’ve got one 
of the biggest movies of the year, 
Road House, rising up the box-of- 
fice charts. That’s because every- 
body wants to see Terry Funk on 
the big screen. 

WRESTLING 89: That’s funny. | 
thought Patrick Swayze was the star 
of that movie. 

FUNK: Well, he’s in it, too, but how 
often do you get to see a former 
world champion in a film? 
WRESTLING 89: Actually, you can 
see a current world champion in the 
movies—Hulk Hogan in No Holds 
Barred. 

FUNK: | don’t want to talk about 
Hogan or his cartoon film. | beat 


In addition to his wrestling commitments, 


Funk has appeared in several movies, including Road 


with Patrick Swayze (above) and Over The Top with Sylvester Stallone (below). 


a ot 
him at least five times four years 
ago, when | had Jimmy Hart as my 
manager. 
WRESTLING 89: Which leads to 
my next question. The biggest ru- 
mor in the NWA right now is that 
Paul E. Dangerously is going to be 
your new manager. Is that true? 
FUNK: That’s for me to know and 
for you to find out. Personally, | 
don’t really like dealing with a man- 
ager, but there are times when they 
come in handy, such as scheduling 
matches and such. I’m very im- 
pressed with Paul—he knows an 
awful lot for such a young guy—but 
he’s a long way from being my 
manager. He’s gonna have to show 
me a lot more. 
WRESTLING 89: And you’re gonna 
have to prove that you're still the 


= aS 
Terry Funk of old when Flair gets 
his hands on you. Your actions 
have been so brutal that you’ve ac- 
tually got the fans hoping that Flair 
wins! That’s quite an 
accomplishment. 
FUNK: Hey, | don’t care who the 
fans side with. Flair showed what a 
wimp he really was when he shook 
Steamboat’s hand after beating him. 
That’s no way for a champion to 
act. It’s high time that | return to the 
NWA and remind everybody that 
you don’t have to be 6’8” like that 
sissy Lex Luger, or fat and out of 
shape like that butterball Rhodes. 
You just gotta be the toughest man 
in the world, and you're talkin’ to 
him. Huck ... PATOOEY! 
WRESTLING 89: Well, at least the 
pants match the jacket now. 0 
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STYLE : 
SUBST 


By Bill Apter 


ERCY PRINGLE. JIMMY Hart. 

Paul Jones. Bobby Heenan. Why is 
it that when one thinks of Rick Rude, a 
lengthy list of managers immediately 
comes to mind? Angel. Raven. Cheryl 
Roberts. Any female sitting in the first 
10 rows at a WWF card. Why is a list of 
women following right behind? 

If only we would choose to remember 
those two Southern championships in 
Florida, that lengthy World Class 
heavyweight title reign, the NWA World 
tag team championship, and—the most 
shocking and celebrated upset of 1989— 
the victory over The Ultimate Warrior 
for the WWF Intercontinental title at 
WrestleMania V. 

Which wasn’t an upset at all! 

That’s right: wasn’t an upset. Be- 
cause since he arrived on the wrestling 
scene in 1983, Rick Rude has been 
among the most successful athletes in 
the sport. Traveling from federation to 
federation on his long, hard hike to the 
top, he’s collected championship upon 
championship, as well as manager upon 
manager and woman upon woman. 

With this in mind, Rude’s victory 
over the highly powerful but lowly 
skilled Ultimate Warrior shouldn’t have 
been such a surprise. When one consid- 
ers Rude’s career, it’s quite ludicrous to 
think that people are sitting around 
waiting for the Warrior to regain the ti- 
tle, when it just might never happen. 
Rude’s past speaks well for his present. 

‘Rick is probably the best wrestler 
I’ve ever managed,”’ said Percy Pringle, 
who managed Rude in Florida in 1985 
and in World Class from 1985 to 1986. 
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NCE 


IS RICK RUDE 


A VICTIM 
OF HIS 
ES? 


DESIR 


‘He was always very dedicated to his 
workout sessions, and when you got 
him in private, he was extremely intro- 
spective. But for some reason, he always 
felt he had to call attention to himself in 
these ridiculous ways. That’s how the 
‘Ravishing Rick’ thing all began. 

“In Florida, Rick really started hint- 
ing as to his true ability,’’ Pringle con- 
tinued. “‘He defeated Wahoo McDaniel 
and Mike Graham, he held the Southern 
title twice, and he and Jesse Barr won 
the Florida U.S. tag belts. But you 
know, one incident that happened just 
when Rick decided to leave for World 
Class, at least to me, points out what 
this guy’s all about.”’ 

It was the summer of 1985 and Rude 
had just dropped the Southern belt to 
Graham. Somehow, word filtered back 
to Rude that the Von Erichs had enlisted 
him to help them in their war against 
Gary Hart’s Army. As it turned out, the 


Von Erichs wanted no part of Rude, 
who arrived in Texas a bitter man, in- 
tent on putting an end to the Von Erich 
legend. Pringle followed. 

“Tt was hilarious,’’ Kerry Von Erich 
recalled, ‘‘although I don’t think Rude 
found it too funny. From what I heard, 
he was going around saying, ‘The Von 
Erichs are gonna make me rich,’ while 
we had no intention of ever doing rhat. 
Apparently, Rude thought we really 
wanted him, but I don’t think he quite 
fell into the Von Erich mode.”’ 

Von Erich laughed, but the incident 
points out how willing Rude is to drop 
his rulebreaking attitude and become a 
fan favorite if it will bring him fame, 
fortune, and attention. He even 
changed the spelling of his last name 
from Rood to Rude when he decided to 
dump the fans and take on a new atti- 
tude, but it would be fair to say that the 
(Continued on page 50) 


Like any other wrestler, Rick Rude 
wants to be respected. But the 
means he uses to achieve his 
ends—and his own unwillingness 
to believe in himself—prevent 


him from getting the 
respect he deserves 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


LOSE YOUR EYES. You might never 
know the difference. 

Playgirl magazine once called him the 
sexiest man in America and commended 
him for knowing how to win. While a 
student at McCallie Prep, he formed a 
group called “Spastics Anonymous” to ha- 
rass the dorm master. He leads the life of 
a rich playboy, having gone from woman 
to woman almost as often as he flies from 
country to country. 

He is NWA owner Robert Edward 
“Ted” Tuer, not NWA World champion 
Ric Flair, and he is far richer than Flair 
will ever be. He keeps company with Fidel 
Castro, Mikhail Gorbachev, and. former 
President Ronald Reagan, while Flair’s cir- 
cle includes Paul E. Dangerously, The 
Road Warriors, and former NWA World 
champion Rick Steamboat. He also owns 
SuperStation TBS, CNN, TNT, MGM En- 
tertainment Company, the Atlanta Hawks 
basketball team, and the Atlanta Braves 
baseball team. 

‘And yet, at the age of 51, Ted Tumer 
continues to go against the grain, just like 
Flair 


“Its true that everything I do is a war,” 
Turner told People Weekly. “Its a war 
between the forces of good and evil, ha- 
tred and stupidity, greed and materialism 
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Flair & 
Turner: 


es on the beach at St. Maarten (above). Ted Tumer pilots Dennis 
right). Flair and Turner have been united under 


i 
if 
: 
: 


vs. the forces of light.” 
Sounds a little like wrestling, doesn’t it? 


URNER’S PURCHASE OF the NWA 
back in November was bittersweet to 
Flair. On the one hand, his contract was 
controlled by a man capable of fulfilling his 
most extravagant financial demands, and 
the federation was owned by a man capa- 
ble of restoring it to its past dignity, per- 
haps even taking it to new heights. Under 
Tumer’s rule, Flair figured to prosper. 
But then there was the other side, the 
sense of competition that Tumer suddenly 
brought to Flair’s life. He was no longer 
the free-spender, the ladies’ man, the styler 
and profiler of the NWA. Suddenly, Flair 
had some competition for the title. And he 
reacted. 


As NWA owner Ted 
Turner tries to save the 
world, Ric Flair tries to - 

save his NWA World 
title. They are two men 

in different positions 
with different goals in 
life, brought together 
by the sale of the 
federation last 
November. But are 


they really so different? 
XE YT 


“Ric came up to me one day and said, 
‘Watch this, Barry, I'm gonna have 10 
women accompany me to ringside when I 
wrestle Steamboat, ” Barry Windham re- 
called. “Ric was always the kind to boast 
about his conquests and all his women, 
but he never did things as outlandish as 
bring an entourage to the ring. Now he’s 
much more apt to put his ego on display.” 

Flair, in fact, went a step further at the 
May 7 Wrestle War ’89 in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, when he was accompanied to the 
ring by 40 women—all beautiful—for his 
rematch against Steamboat. After regaining 
the title, Flair raised Steamboat’s hand, a 
goodwill gesture previously unseen from 
this always pompous individual. 

Did somebody say, goodwill? 


6s TS ALL A big misunderstanding,” 
Turner said in a Los Angeles Times 
article back in 1986. “I was flying on Aero- 
flot out of Moscow while on my way to 
London. Sitting next to me was a guy 
from the Syrian embassy. I asked the guy, 
(Continued on page 52) 


Wrestling 89 / 35 


Brickhouse Brown plants a foot to the midsection 
of Iceman Parsons. Brown, formerlyia fan favorite, 
is now devoted to rulebreaking and is teaming 
with Parsons, another former fan favorite. 
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By Craig Peters 


OBODY SAW IT COMING. There 

weren’t any arguments leading up 
to it, no public explosions of rage, ha- 
tred, or jealousy. On one spring day in 
Texas, Brickhouse Brown simply decid- 
ed to become a rulebreaker. 

There had been no indication there 
was anything troubling Brown. In the 
preceding months, Brown had estab- 
lished himself as one of the most 
skilled grapplers in the sport, but his 
soul was tortured. He was tired of los- 
ing matches he should have won. 

During an April bout against Cactus 
Jack, one of the key members of Gen. 
Skandor Akbar’s Devastation  Inc., 
Brown was sneak-attacked by the Bo- 
tswana_ _ Beast 
when he was 
thrown outside 
the ring. Bat- 
tered and un- 
able to defend 
himself, Brown 
was an easy pin victim. The referee 
never saw the outside interference. 

Brown decided that if he couldn't 
beat Akbar, he would join him. From 
that point forward, Brown would be the 
one doing the attacking. When Brick- 
house informed the fans at Dal- 
las’ Sportatorium that he was 
“fed up with being second best 
in World Class,’’ Chris Adams, 
a man who once succumbed to 
the same frustrations Brown 
was experiencing, ran to ring- 
side to try to talk some sense into his 
friend and tag team partner. 

Brown used the opportunity to put 
an exclamation point on his message. 
He picked up a chair and cracked Ad- 
ams over the head when the English- 
man turned his back. 

“You want to know why | joined Ak- 
bar?’’ Brown shouted to reporters in 
the locker room after the incident as 
he fondled a large wad of dollar bills 
Akbar had rewarded him with for mak- 
ing the attack. ‘‘Are you people stupid 
or what? For months, | tried to perform 
as a scientific wrestler, tried to please 
the people out here. So what did | get 
for my trouble? Always the short end of 
the purse—the losing end—when one 
of Akbar’s Army cheated to beat me. 
Why should a man of my talents settle 
for less money and more bruises and 
broken bones? 

“From now on, /’m gonna be the 
biggest cheater anybody ever saw. I’m 
gonna bust heads, break bones, and 


Pure, scientific wrestling 
seems to be a thing of the 
past. Referees tend to be 
too lenient toward rule 
infractions, and wrestlers 
who actively try to cripple 
their opponents are being 
cheered—and being 
offered the biggest purses. 
Indeed, with wrestling the 
way it is today... 


Mike Rotundo, once an honorable scientific wres- 
tler, chokes Road Warrior Hawk. 


Y OBEY 


bring home the bacon that Akbar lays 

on me, daddy. Why obey the rules 

when all you get for it is nothing?’ 
9 

Twenty years ago, there might have 
been a call to ban a man like Brick- 
house Brown from the sport forever. In 
today’s wrestling world, a man who 
changes from a scientific star to a rule- 
breaker doesn’t even shock the fans 
anymore. The roster of stars that have 
switched to brutality gets longer with 
each passing week. Men like Brown, 
Mike Rotundo, Manny Fernandez, and 
Rick Martel have changed from being 
respected, honorable wrestlers to ones 
that would do anything, no matter how 
violent, to win a match. 

But it’s not only the men the fans 
and press con- 
veniently label 
“‘rulebreakers”’ 
that —_ routinely 
break the rules. 
The Ultimate 
Warrior — often 
attacks his opponents before the open- 
ing bell, as do The Road Warriors. 
And, when provoked, popular stars 
such as Hulk Hogan, Eric Embry, and 
Lex Luger can break as many regula- 
tions as the most callous competitors. 

Why have so many stars de- 


cided that rulebreaking is the 
best path to success? Many 
wrestlers feel there is absolutely 
no reason to obey the rules in 
& this day and age, and it’s be- 


ginning to look like they may be 
right. 

“Playing by the rules is a fool's 
game,’ said Fernandez, a scientific 
wrestler throughout most of his career 
until switching to rulebreaking in 
1986. ‘‘l was always trying to stay 
clean when all the guys | was wrestling 
were trying to kill me—and the refer- 
ees were lettin’ 'em get away with it! 
Guys were busting me open night after 
night, and nobody ever got disquali- 
fied. Three years ago, | just decided 
I'd had enough of that crap. From now 
on, it would be me that drew the 
blood. !|’ve been more successful than 
ever before—and the refs never catch 
me doin’ anything wrong. Hah!’ 

Many fans think something is terribly 
wrong with the sport’s referees, and 
not only those like Teddy Long and 
Danny Davis, who obviously took bribes 
from rulebreakers. Men like Brown and 
Fernandez have realized they can use 
just about any tactics they want 
against their opponents, and rarely do 
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any referees call for a disqualification, 
especially during important matches. 
“Hey, with all the money that's on 
the line these days, the refs are 
scared,’’ said Don Muraco, a man who 
has wrestled in both rulebreaking and 
scientific styles. ‘‘They’ve got the pro- 
moters and fans breathing down their 
necks constantly. You have to figure 
that with the main events getting big- 
ger and more publicized, they're not 
going to call a lot of disqualifications. 
Imagine what would have happened at 
WrestleMania V if the referee disquali- 
fied Randy Savage, or counted both 
him and Hulk Hogan out? The fans 
would’ve burned Trump Plaza to the 
ground! They'd have felt like they 
hadn’t gotten their money’s worth.”’ 
Muraco’s opinions are denied, at 
least publicly, by the referees. Veteran 
AWA arbiter Marty Miller came under 
fire for stopping the Jerry Lawler-Kerry 
Von Erich title-unification match at 
SuperClash Ill last year while Von 
Erich, blood oozing from a series of 


head wounds, had Lawler in a 
clawhold. 
“When | stopped that match, | 


thought I'd never make it out of the 
arena alive,’’ he said. ‘‘Kerry was badly 
cut, and | felt it was up to me to stop 
the bout so he could get medical at- 
tention. Sure, the fans would've pre- 
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IT’S A CHANGING WORLD—FOR RULEBREAKERS 


Finding a scientific wrestler who stays scientific throughout his entire career 
is like trying to find a baseball player who stays with one team during his whole 
career—in the '80s it's become almost a thing of the past. Formerly scientific 
wrestlers who have recently turned rulebreaker are among the most controversial 
figures in the sport. 

In the WWF, there’s Rick Martel, who is feuding with former partner Tito 

Santana after Santana accidentally struck him at WrestleMania V; Dino 
Bravo, who switched from an aerial specialist to a powerful 
brawler last year; Jacques and Raymond Rougeau, who 
turned rulebreaker after signing with Jimmy Hart last year; 
and Haku, whose tag team of The Islanders (with Tama) 
wrestled by the rules until signing with Bobby Heenan. And 
_&™ who could forget Randy Savage’s violent war with Hulk 
“| Hogan after being a popular World champion? 
%% The NWA is truly the land of changed allegiances. Most 
recently, Michael Hayes again became a rulebreaker after 
Dino Bravo being lured by the wealth of Japanese manager Hiro 
Matsuda. Mike Rotundo and Steve Williams were two of the most respected 
collegiate athletes in the sport until joining The Varsity Club last year. Ron 
Simmons has also recently begun brawling. 

Other federations have also seen wrestlers change their stripes. Cactus Jack 
and Brickhouse Brown were former fan favorites; now they're important mem- 
bers of Devastation Inc. Tom Prichard spent most of his career as a scientific 
wrestler until being challenged by Brad Armstrong early this year. Brian Lee 
used his skills to win the CWA title last year, but now he’s a member of Robert 
Fuller's Stud Stable. 

Not all rulebreakers stay that way, however. In recent months, former brawl- 
ers Eric Embry, Jimmy Jack Funk, Sid Vicious, and Bill Dundee have all 
become fan favorites, proving that there’s always hope. 


—Craig Peters 


< 


Kerry Von Erich appears to have Jerry Lawler pinned with the clawhold, but referee Marty Miller is about to award the 
bout to Lawler because of Kerry’s bleeding. 
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ferred to see the match come to a 
more satisfying conclusion, but the call 
| made was the proper one."’ 

Miller may have been within his 
power in stopping that historic bout, 
but he completely missed why Kerry 
was cut in the first place—because 
Lawler had repeatedly hit him with a 
foreign object. 

“There is always a certain amount of 
rulebreaking in this sport,’’ Miller rea- 
soned. ‘‘There isn’t a licensed referee 
in the world that has eyes in the back 
of his head, and a ref can only call 
what he sees. To me, the biggest prob- 
lem is the wrestling federations and 
commissions themselves. They’re the 
people who allow the managers and 
valets to get involved at ringside. 
They're the ones who are supposed to 
levy fines, but they’re the ones who 
allow all the trouble." 

Another factor that prompts wrestlers 
to become rulebreakers is the percep- 
tion the public has of scientific wres- 
tlers. As strange as it would seem, 
grapplers who stay within the rulebook 
are somehow looked upon as being not 
as exciting as their brutal 
contemporaries. 

“Twenty years ago, you had to wres- 
tle cleanly to be accepted by the 
fans,”’ said nine-time former AWA 
World champion Verne Gagne. ‘‘Rule- 
breakers were looked at as social mis- 
fits, men who weren't good enough to 
get by in the sport on the basis of their 
skills. It seems to be that about six 
years ago, things started changing. 
People started actually rooting for rule- 
breakers—and | think The Road War- 
riors had a lot to do with it.” 

When Hawk and Animal exploded on 
the wrestling scene in Georgia in 
1983, it was clear that never before 
had a tag team displayed such raw 
power and savagery. Even fans who 
hated their tactics still had to respect 
them, but many more fans openly 
cheered their awesome skills. 

“Fans loved The Legion of Doom 
right from day one,’’ said Warrior man- 
ager Paul Ellering. ‘‘How could they 
not? How could they not immediately 
respect such greatness? It only goes to 
show that some intelligent members of 
the public can’t be swayed by labels, 
such as who is a ‘fan favorite,’ or 
whatever. It doesn’t matter if a wrestler 
breaks the rules anymore, and the War- 
riors were the men to erase that ridicu- 
lous boundary. The promoters knew it, 
too. Within a year, my tag team was 
one of the biggest drawing cards ever 


seen." 

In recent years, many men who have 
been blatant rulebreakers are being 
cheered by the fans. It is a fact which 
bothers many purely scientific talents, 
such as former NWA World champion 
Rick Steamboat. 

“‘When a man chooses to follow the 
rulebook, he’s doing it for personal rea- 
sons,'’ reasoned Steamboat. ‘‘It’s real- 
ly a matter of pride. Hey, I’ve been 
tempted, too. With my power and 
speed, | could easily go in that ring 
and severely hurt my opponents, but | 
still have to sleep at night, you know? | 
have to face my wife and child when | 
go home. It’s up to men like me to 
ensure that wrestling doesn’t become a 
circus of mayhem.” 

“There are those of us, though we 
seem to be in the minority these days, 
that simply refuse to break the rules,’’ 


Despite spending most of their careers as rule- 
breakers, The Road Warriors are cheered by many 
fans. The line between rulebreakers and fan favor- 
ites has become increasingly blurred. 


said Jeff Jarrett, a second-generation 
star who is one of today’s finest tacti- 
cal wrestlers. ‘‘Unfortunately, too many 
people think that guys who stick to the 
rules are wimps, or that they don’t 
have the guts or power to succeed. 
Being a scientific wrestler is what 
made my daddy, Jerry Jarrett, so suc- 
cessful, while being one has made it 
harder for me to be fully accepted by 
the fans. Times surely do change, 
don't they?’’ 

While men such as Jarrett, Steam- 
boat, Tito Santana, and Greg Gagne 
are constantly striving to uphold the 
sport’s rulebook at all costs, men like 


(Continued on page 58) 
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BAM BAM BIGELOW 


“1 WON'T GIVE 
DUSTY RHODES A 
MINUTE TO HEAL!” 


By Liz Hunter 


G ‘TE SEEN A lot of bad wounds in my day, but this 

has to be the worst one ever,” said the ring physi- 
cian as he inspected the multiple gashes on the horribly 
bloody head of Dusty Rhodes. “‘I’d stitch you back togeth- 
er, but there’s hardly enough skin left here to do even 
that. I’m afraid I’m going to have to send you to the 
hospital, Mr. Rhodes.”’ 

Rhodes would hear none of that. ‘I’m not goin’ to no 
lousy hospital,” he complained. “Forget it! No way!” 

“But there’s a serious threat of infection here, sir,” 
warned the concerned physician. ‘“‘Some of these cuts just 
refuse to close on their own.” 

“Big stinkin’ deal,” remarked Rhodes, who grabbed a 
roll of gauze and wrapped it around his head. ‘“‘If there’s 
nothin’ you can do, then stop botherin’ me and get the 
hell out of my way, doc.” 

Moments earlier, Bam Bam Bigelow, formerly one of 
Dusty’s closest friends, had carved those bloody slits into 
his head. With each gash, the smile on Bigelow’s face 
grew wider. And with each gash, the pain in Rhodes’ 
heart grew stronger. He could put up with a few more 
scars, but the anguish he felt inside wasn’t about to go 
away quickly. 

“Disqualification? Who the hell cares!” screamed the 
368-pound Bigelow as he hugged manager Sir Oliver 
Humperdink in the opposite locker room. Rhodes’ blood 
covered his hands. “‘l’m just gettin’ started here. | don’t 
care if | win another match against Dusty for the rest of 
my whole life. | just wanna make him bleed, make him 

hurt, make him scream in agony. | won’t give him a 
Bam Bam Bigelow’s punishment of Dusty Rhodes is made even more = minute to heal. | want another match against him so | can 
shocking by the fact that they were close friends just a few months ago. make him suffer some more right away.” 

In only a few months, one of wrestling’s greatest friend- 
ships has been washed away by accusations and brutality. 
Bigelow is now trying to put Rhodes out of wrestling 
forever, and he’s surrounded himself with a host of men 
who are cheering him along every step of the way. 

(Continued on page 54) 
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INCE BECOMING THE manager of Randy “Macho Man” 
vage, “Sensational” Sher Martel has become even more 
vicious and cunning than she was as a world champion wrestler 
in the WWF and AWA. Martel has always been able to retain 
some degree of sweetness, however, as Wrestling 89 photogra- 
pher Patrick Nau discovered while on assignment for “Private 
Side” at Martel’s home in the St. Paul, Minnesota. 

“She was really the opposite of what she is at ringside with 
Savage,” Nau said. “I expected her to give me a hassle, you 
know, telling me the lighting wasn’t right and making me wait 
two hours while she fixed her hair. But she was really quite 
nice.” 

Before Nau had a chance to set up his equipment at her 
house, Sherri decided she wanted to take her two dogs for a 
walk in the park. “She said the dogs were restless and they 
need the exercise,” Nau said. “If she didn’t take them out, she 
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said they would bark all day. 

“The dogs were gentle with her, but they kept growling at 
me. She said I didn’t know how to treat them, whatever that 
meant. I thought for sure they’d bite me.” 

Next was a stop at the playground, where Sheri rode on the 
swings and went down the slide. “She was giggling and having 
a lot of fun,” Nau said. “She said that sometimes she just likes to 
act like a little kid. I guess that’s a sentiment we can all appreci- 
ate, though she did look a little silly.” 

Back at the house, Martel prepared lunch. “She enjoyed pre- 
panng the meal and was genuinely concemed that I enjoyed it,” 
Nau said. “You could tell she regrets that because she is on the 
road so often, that she has to make certain sacrifices in her life.” 

After lunch, Martel tended to her plants. “She really likes 
plants,” Nau reported. “She has dozens of them all around the 
house. And, as you might expect, she talks to them. I teased her 
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val 1a!” Sherr Martel tabeive) fonida. $6) har plants (top right) and 
prepares lunch for her guest (right). Although she spends most of her time 
now as Randy Savage’s manager, Martel is a fine wrestler in her own right. 
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about that, but she told me that her plants have grown a lot 
bigger since she started talking to them.” 
When Shen finished watering the plants, she engaged Nau in 
a conversation about baseball. “She predicted that the Minneso- 
ta Twins were going to win the World Series, even though they 
were way back in the standings. She also claimed to be the only 
a person to have gone on record as saying that the Twins would 
win the championship in ’87, and she was right.” 

In fact, Nau said, Martel discussed a variety of topics other 
than wrestling. “She said that it’s frustrating sometimes when 
fans come up to her and all they want to talk about is wrestling,” 
he said. 

Soon it was time for Nau to leave, as Shemi had to prepare for 
a match that night. She wanted to get to the arena early for some 
extra preparation. “I was impressed that she was willing to get 
to the arena early and put in the extra time,” Nau noted. “I give 

her credit for becoming a success. She’s worked hard at it. She 
may never be as popular in the fans’ 8 Fee ee ee 
‘Macho Man’ has a formidable woman in his comer.” 
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YOU DECIDE 


WILL HULK HOGAN'S 
SECOND TITLE REIGN 
EXCEED HIS FIRST? 


N A COOL April day in 

Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
Hulk Hogan made wrestling 
history. When he pinned Ran- 
dy Savage at Trump Plaza, he 
did more than re-establish him- 
self as the world’s greatest 
wrestler in the eyes of many 
fans. He also became the first 
two-time WWF World champi- 
on since Bruno Sammartino. 

Sammartino and Hogan are 
widely looked upon as the 
greatest champions in WWF 
history, and rightfully so. In if 
terms of longevity, nOWETEE 
Hogan has a long way to go to 
catch up with Sammartino. 

The “Living Legend’s” | 
reign, which began when he 
defeated Buddy Rogers on 
May 17, 1963, lasted until Janu- 
ary 18, 1971, when he was upset by Ivan Koloff. That 
reign of seven years eight months is one of the sport’s 
longest, far eclipsing Hogan’s reign of just over four years 
that ended when his title was blatantly stolen, by Andre 
the Giant on February 5, 1988. 

But at WrestleMania V, Hogan put all the bad memo- 
ries behind him. He needed only 17:54 to destroy Savage 
and show the world that he was back at the top of his 
game as a champion. In the weeks that have followed 
that match, Hogan has looked unbeatable. He’s defeated 
Big Bossman in cage matches and Savage in several 
rematches. 

Now, however, the biggest questions of Hogan’s ca- 
reer are coming to the forefront. Can Hogan’s second 
title reign exceed his first? Will the WWF's new crop of 
contenders prove too much for the California native to 
bear? Will Savage’s hiring of Sherri Martel as his new 
manager soon lead to a second reign for the “Macho 
Man”? 
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Hulk Hogan has convincingly beaten Randy Savage several times 
since WrestleMania V, but he still has much to prove. 


Consider the pros and cons 
of the issue and use the ballot 
on page 59 to register your 
opinion. Your comments are 
welcome, and the results will 
be published in the Winter 
1989 edition of Wrestling 89. 


HOGAN’S SECOND REIGN 
WILL EXCEED HIS FIRST 
® Athletic superiority. There is 
little doubt that, based on his 
record over the past few 
months, the ‘‘Hulkster” is at the 
top of his game. His title victory 
over Savage and his perfor- 
mance in the nationally tele- 
vised tag team match against 
Big Bossman and Akeem last 
February—where he took on 
both opponents and won the 
match by pinfall—are proof 
positive that Hogan is more powerful than ever. And 
Hogan's recent series of steel cage bouts, where he has 
dominated the 348-pound Bossman, proves that his intesti- 
nal fortitude is more than most opponents can handle. 
@Scheduling. Unlike many other past and present cham- 
pions, in the WWF and elsewhere, who took on arduous 
five- and six-defenses-per-week schedules, Hogan rarely 
defends the WWF title more than twice a week. The 
time off between title defenses does wonders for healing 
minor ring injuries, and gives sufficient time for plotting 
new strategies. The extra time also gives Hogan a chance 
to be with wife and young daughter, who clearly are the 

leading motivational factors in his life. 

® Rule enforcement. It took a Ted DiBiase bribe to force 
referee Earl Hebner to call a bogus three-count when 
Andre the Giant defeated Hogan on February 5, 1988. 
Could Andre—or any other wrestler—have defeated Ho- 
gan without this unfair advantage? Fans were aghast 
(Continued on page 59) 
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SUBSCRIPTION DEAL Pages 


Save 43% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 10 ISSUES FREE! 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
® 

Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 
INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just $17. 
Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 action- 
packed issues (including specials!) for the bargain price 
of just $27—a savings of $20 off the regular newsstand 
price! 
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THE GREAT 
MUTA 


Facts & Figures 
Age:26 
Height: 6’ : 
Weight:245. - 

‘ Hometown: Tokyo, Japan 
Biggest Mateli: Wrestle War ’89 
on May 7; 1989; defeated Doug 


Gilbert in front of a national pay- 
per-view audience 


Immediate Goal (through 
manager Gary Hart): ‘‘To 
defeat Sting for the NWA TV title 
and prove that Japanese superiority 
can defeat all Americans”’ 


Long-Range Goal: ‘To win the 
NWA World title and keep it in 
Japan.”’ : 


BEST BET 
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January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel, 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include; Brisco, Arm- 
Strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 


June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 


July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 


Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper, 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair, 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 

February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include; Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 


June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
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July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 


August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 


Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki- 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 


ing, Von Erich, Rhodes, 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

re 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 


December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 


Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 


January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 


February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff 


March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 


Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka, 


May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 


June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 


July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 


August 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 


SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 


Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 


gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 


December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include; Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs, Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita, 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts, 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class: 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers, 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex. DiBiase, Bossman, Brady. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
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GOLDEN MOMENT 


A FEUD FOR 
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LTHOUGH IT MAY finally be coming to an end, the 

feud between NWA World champion Ric Flair and 
Rick Steamboat was incredibly long by wrestling stan- 
dards. For some 12 years, the “Nature Boy” and “The 
Dragon” engaged in a war that revolved around titles, 
revenge, and personal pride. 
' As lengthy as that feud was, there is one to top it: Dick 
the Bruiser and Bobo Brazil went at it for almost 20 years! 
From their first match in 1960 until their last series of 
bouts in the late ’70s, the two great stars maintained a 
hatred for each other that made for some classic contests, 
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like the all-out brawl pictured here that took place in 
Atlanta in 1974 and ended in a double-disqualification. 

A typical Bruiser-Brazil encounter was an exhibition in 
pure brawling. “We knew how to wrestle,” Bruiser said, 
“but neither of us had much use for the fancy scientific 
maneuvers. We both weighed around 300 pounds and 
we liked to slug it out. Boy, we really enjoyed hitting 
each other.” 

Even after Bruiser became a fan favorite in the ’70s, the 
matches continued. “Just because the fans liked me 
didn’t mean I had to stop hating Bobo,” Bruiser said. 0 
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Rude piledrives The Ultimate Warrior (above) and 
slaps on a chinlock (right). However, the edge in 
power goes to the Warrior, who tosses Rude 
across the ring (far right). Rude may be the most 
egotistical wrestler in the sport, and that ego has 
hurt his reputation greatly. 


real man has never surfaced. We have 
always seen Rick Rude With A Plan, 
never just Rick Rude. 

“*That’s the way it was when he wres- 
tled down here,”’ Jerry Lawler said. 
Early in his career, Rude spent some 
time in the Mid-Southern area under the 
management of Jimmy Hart, feuding 
with both Lawler and Randy Savage. 
“He had this valet, Angel, real flashy 
lady, but she had no business being any- 
where near the ring. That’s another way 
he would always try to call attention to 
himself, with these outlandish women. 

““Anyway, it was late in ’84, I think, 
just when me and Rude were really go- 
ing all-out,’’ Lawler recalled, ‘“‘and dur- 
ing one of the TV tapings, Rude ran out 
to the parking lot with a sledgehammer 
and smashed my car to pieces. It was a 
$25,000 Lincoln Continental, a real 
beauty, spanking new. Now, everybody 
said he did it to get back at me, but I 
think that was his way of calling atten- 
tion to himself. It’s like a little kid say- 
ing; ‘Hey, look at me, look what I’m 
doing.’ From what I hear, he’s still pull- 
ing the same kind of crap.’’ 

It’s sad, too, that the car-smashing 
incident is what people remember most 
about Rude’s Mid-Southern days. He 
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Rick Rude 
(Continued from page 33) 


took two future World champions— 
Lawler and Savage—to the limit and 
joined with King Kong Bundy to win the 
Mid-Southern tag team championship. 
And, as would become oddly character- 
istic of his career, Rude spent some time 
as a fan favorite before returning to 
Hart’s arms. 

‘“He couldn’t resist my money and he 
couldn’t resist the fame that I could 
bring him,’’ Hart said at the time. 
Searching further beneath the surface, 
however, one discovers the real reason 
Rude went back to Hart: 

He didn’t have the confidence to con- 
tinue on his own. 

“It’s typical of wrestlers with low 
self-esteem to act in Rude’s manner,”’ 
Dr. Sidney M. Basil, a noted sports psy- 
chologist, said. ‘‘The ring robes, the 
fancy tights, the whole attitude and the 
way he kisses women, these all act as a 
facade to mask the real person. He 
doesn’t feel he can gain attention with 
his ability, so he feels he must ‘decorate’ 
himself.”” 
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And because of this, most people 
never stop to consider Rick Rude, the 
wrestler. His ‘“Rude awakening”’ is a 
devastating maneuver, a potentially 
crippling neckbreaker that has been 
copied by many others. He has a superb 
body for wrestling: strong and muscu- 
lar, but lithe and agile. He is in excellent 
aerobic condition. 

An article in the December 1985 issue 
of The Wrestler gives a better insight 
into why it’s so difficult to get past the 
surface of Rude. ‘ ‘I Am Wrestling’s 
Sexiest Superstar!’ By Ravishing Rick 
Rude,”’ paints a vivid picture of the per- 
sonality Rude has created for himself. 

“I, Ravishing Rick Rude, am 
unique,”’ he wrote. ‘‘There are a lot of 
so-called pretty boys in this sport who 
are always popping off about their good 
looks . . . That’s old news, we’ve had 
that kind of thing in wrestling since Gor- 
geous George. It bugs me that I’m 
lumped in with all these characters, so a 
lot of fans who see my magnificent phy- 
sique assume that I’m arrogant and stu- 
pid, too.” 

‘* _ . Most of the fans out there who 
boo me have no idea that I was once 
considered the greatest amateur wrestler 
in the world . . . Don’t make the mis- 
take of calling me a ‘rulebreaker’—I 
win my matches cleanly, with cunning 
and grace. My tactical brilliance devas- 
tates my opponents, and the agility of 
my body in fluid form sets all the wom- 
en smoldering. I win matches and dates 
at the same time.”’ 

Here, we see a Rick Rude who wants 
people to notice his beauty and forget it 
at the same time. We also see a man un- 
able to forget the two. He wins matches 
and dates, but never manages to get 
what he wants most: respect. He blames 
the fans for calling him arrogant and 
stupid (a dumb brunet, perhaps?), al- 
though this is the image he’s cultivated 
for himself. 

“His lack of confidence becomes so 
obvious when you consider that he’s 
rarely been without a manager,”’ said 
Chris Adams, who wrestled Rude in the 
World Class area. ‘‘I’ve never said this 
before, but if not for Pringle, I never 
would’ve beaten Rude for the [World 
Class] title in *86. Rude blamed Pringle 
for the loss, and he was right. But let's 
face it, Rude wanted Pringle there to in- 
terfere. Pringle was his safety valve, but 
he never needed any help. Let me tell 
you something, that guy’s a talent.’’ 

Now in the WWF, Rude’s outlandish 
style is more pronounced. His tights and 
gyrations are virtually obscene. He has 
turned WWF rings into his own person- 

al kissing booth, but this carnival atmo- 


sphere Rude has created for himself has 
also been his undoing, He was virtually 
run out of the federation by Jake Rob- 
erts for trying to kiss Jake’s wife 
Cheryl. Fortunately, manager Bobby 
Heenan had the foresight to get Rude 
involved in a posedown with The UIti- 
mate Warrior. 

In this case, Rude’s arrogance helped 
him. Having just been obliterated by 
Roberts, he had no right to a title 
match. But he still had his muscular 
body with the washboard stomach, and 
he still had his ego. So he challenged the 
Warrior to a posedown at The Royal 
Rumble. When it became obvious that 
the Warrior was a clear winner, Rude 
attacked him. The feud was underway. 

“‘He’s lucky that the Warrior isn’t 
much of a wrestler,”’ said Manny Fer- 
nandez, who teamed with Rude to win 
the NWA World tag team title in 1986. 
““Back when he and I were teaming, 
Rick used to talk about the Warrior all 
the time. Just about the time when 
Rude was planning to come to the 
NWA, and just after he had lost to Ad- 
ams, Rick wrestled the Warrior. Well, 
Rick had his mind on coming in and go- 
ing after Ric Flair, so he had no interest 
in the Warrior. He didn’t think the 
Warrior was much: all bulk, no ability. 
He was right.”’ 

Rude’s days with Fernandez were 
probably his most impressive, because 
he stuck to the business of wrestling. Al- 
though the duo was misdirected by 
manager Paul Jones, they held the belts 
for over six months and were ranked as 
high as number two in Wrestling 89’s 
tag team Top 10. Rude, who had always 
begged for respect, was finally obliged. 

‘The worst mistake he ever made 
was going to the WWE, where it’s been 
style over substance for so long,’” WWF 
expert Thomas Pilliard said. ‘“The 
WWF is just a breeding ground for 
Rude’s kind of shenanigans. Nobody 
makes it in the WWF without a gim- 
mick, and Rude had plenty. Of course, 
he also had a new place to prove himself 
and make himself noticed.’’ 

Once again, Rick Rude—the wres- 
tler—has been overshadowed by Rick 
Rude—the obnoxious, arrogant, self- 
proclaimed sex object. His desire to gain 
respect has been short-circuited by his 
own ego. 

Every victory is considered an upset; 
his championship win over The Ultimate 
Warrior was considered a fluke. He or- 
dered Heenan to help him out because 
he didn’t think he had the ability to beat 
the Warrior on his own. The facade is 
proud; inside, he doesn’t believe. 

Why should anyone else? CO 
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‘Will you leave the Jews alone in Israel?’ 
He said, ‘Yes.’ You see, it’s all a big 
misunderstanding. 

“There’s only two sides left, the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union. When we call it off, 
it will all be over ... There’s no reason 
why we don’t do the right thing. We're 
running out of time. We've got to take 
care of our planet. Acid rain. Chimneys. 
Topsoil. Ozone. Arms race. Water supplies 
... Look at all the good things we could 
do if we would pal around together. It’s a 
no-lose situation.” 

“My hobby?” he said a few months later 
in People. “Peace and population control. 
I'm putting on the full-court press now—to 
stop the arms race, control the population, 
protect the environment.” 

And he wants to do it all by himself. 
Thus was born the Goodwill Games, a 50- 
country extravaganza designed to promote 
better relations between the countries in- 
volved, primarily the United States and 
USSR. The inaugural Games were held in 
1986 in Moscow; the 1990 games are 
scheduled for Seattle. “If we can play to- 
gether, we can live together,” seems to be 
his philosophy. And this, along with the 
environment, is his main concern. 

It wasn’t always that way. At one time, 
Turner's main concern was number one. 
He hoped to tum TBS into the nation’s 
fourth major television network and had 
aspirations of becoming the richest man in 
the U.S.—and its President. But there is 
now evidence that Turner's main concern 
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Turner & Flair 


(Continued from page 35) 


is no longer himself: He has kept himself 
apart from the daily operation of the NWA 
and he has loosened the reigns on the 
management of the Braves and Hawks. 
“Ted is not day-to-day involved in the run- 
ning of the NWA,” said TBS Vice Presi- 
dent Jack Petrik, the man Turner put in 
charge of his wrestling operation. 

At one time, Turner was capable of the 
most vulgar ethnic jokes. He once suggest- 
ed that the U.S. reduce defense costs by 
having Haitians or unemployed welfare re- 
cipients (stories vary) carry around MX 
missiles. “It'll look like the Egyptians build- 


meets a ee 
ee ; 


ing the pyramids,” Tumer said. 
Now, Ted Turner, the goodwill ambas- 
sador, wants to save the world. 


OR RIC FLAIR, the world is simply a 
stage for him to display his vast skills 
and possessions. There is no more confi- 
dent man in sport than Flair, a six-time 
World champion who knows what he can 
do, then goes out and does it. He has 
traveled to Japan in defense of his title, 
and has defended in the NWA against all 
comers. 
Simply put, he is not afraid to wrestle 


Flair is accompanied to the ring by a host of beautiful women (above), one indication of his extravagant 
lifestyle. Flair and all the other wrestlers in the NWA now have Tumer as their boss (below). 


ra 


Tumer created the Goodwill Games to promote 
peace and understanding among the nations of 
the world. 


because he knows he’s going to win. For 
the past 10 years in the world of wrestling, 
Flair has ruled supreme. 

‘fm proud of my record,” Flair said 
while resting in his Palm Springs, Florida, 
home during the recovery period stemming 
from an attack by Terry Funk at the May 
7 Wrestle War card. “For the past 10 
years, I've outlined my goals, then gone 
out and achieved every one of them. I 
wanted Steamboat in the NWA because he 
could only enhance what I’ve done. He’s 
made all this’—Flair spread his arms 
wide—“worth even more to me.” 

The Palm Springs mansion is one of 
several homes Flair owns throughout the 
world. It is a beautiful estate set on 30 
wooded acres with an Olympic-sized swim- 
ming pool, two tennis courts, and a gym 
with a full-sized basketball court. Twenty 
German shepherd dogs roam the premises, 
and a guard is always on duty at the 
entrance. 

Inside, there are 10 bedrooms, and on 
any given night it’s impossible to tell which 
room the master is sleeping in. Each is 
decorated to his exact specifications, and 
each has one thing in common: a king- 
sized water bed and a well-stocked refriger- 
ator. Flair, you see, likes to keep his 
guests happy. 

“People envy me, and they have a right 
to, but I earned all of this with my own 
bare hands,” Flair said. “I’ve heard all of 
these sob stories about wrestlers who 
makes lots of money while theyre wres- 
tling, but theyre dead broke after they 
retire. Well, that’s not going to happen to 
me. I have something to show for my 
career.” 

With that, one of the servants guided 


three fur-clad women into Flairs drawing 
room. 

“The ladies,” the servant said. 

“My entertainment for the evening,” 
Flair‘tumed to his interviewer and said, 
flashing a wink and that classic smile that 
says, “Ive got it all.” 


ALK ABOUT HAVING it all. Tumer 

owns six estates, including a 5,000- 
acre plantation, an island in South Caroli- 
na, and a private plane. He is an accom- 
plished sailor who, aboard his yacht 
“Courageous,” won the America’s Cup in 
1977. Debra Maffett, 1983’s Miss America, 
said that the person she most wanted to 
meet was Ted Tumer. 

But there is another side to the Tumer 
story. His father, a man who drove Ted to 
the limit, committed suicide at age 53, a 
few years after his only sister died of lupus. 
Ted was only 24 years old when his father 
died, but his influence would be felt for the 
rest of his life. “Well, Dad, is this enough?” 
he shouted to the heavens after appearing 
on the cover of Success magazine. 

Only recently he was divorced from his 
second wife of 23 years, Jane, and his 
affairs since then have been documented 
in several newspapers and magazines. He 
is a man so driven, and yet so seemingly 
hyperactive, that alone seems to be the 
only way Ted Turner could live. 

Yet he can be remarkably down-to-earth 
for a man with so much power. In 1977, 
he put on a uniform and managed his 
slumping Braves for several days before 
baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn or- 
dered him to stop. He is a loud supporter 
at Braves and Hawks games, and has been 
known to go down to the locker room 
after games to shake hands with his 
players. 

According to Petrik, he’s an easy man 
to work for. “He’s very demanding, but 
you get quick answers from him with no 
red tape,” he said. “You just pick up the 
phone or walk down to his office to talk to 
him. He’s very easy to talk to. Totally 

Turner is a man with a goal. A sign on 
his desk reads, “Either lead, follow, or get 
out of the way.” 

He is a mixture of contradictions. He 
went duck hunting with Castro but calls 
himself an environmentalist. He quit smok- 
ing and chewing tobacco only on a bet. 
He is rich enough to afford any car he 
wants, but he drives a Toyota and won't 
allow air conditioning to be tumed on in 
his homes. 

Yet, he has the respect of politicians 
around the country. And on a lesser scale, 
some of the greatest athletes in the world 
call him boss. 

One of them is Ric Flair. O 
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Bigelow vs. Rhodes 
(Continued from page 40) 
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“It's clear that when Dusty re- 
turned to Florida in February, he 
wanted to change the Sunshine State 
into his own personal playground,” 
griped Humperdink, Bigelow’s long- 
time manager. “Everywhere the big 
dope goes, he wants to be the man 
who rules the roost. Well, | say his 
day is long past. It’s time for a new, 
younger breed to succeed in Florida. 
It's time for Bam Bam Bigelow to 
take his rightful place at the top.” 

When Bigelow and Humperdink 
ventured to Florida in February, they 
thought Bigelow would promptly be 
chosen to wrestle against Big Steel 
Man for the newly created Profes- 
sional Wrestling Federation champi- 
onship, to be decided at the “Home- 
coming” card on March 11 in 
Tampa. To their surprise—and an- 
ger—Rhodes, just in from the NWA, 
was given the a shot at the new title. 

“When that bum needed some- 
body to team with him to go against 
The Road Warriors in the NWA, | 
was there,” said Bigelow. “Whenever 
he needed me, | was there. Always. 
So, for once in his life, he should’ve 
forgotten about the PWF title and let 
a real wrestler like me go after it. 
When Dusty somehow got named to 
wrestle for the belt, it was like he 
stabbed me and Humper in the back. 
It obviously was some kind of a pay- 
off by Dusty to [PWF President Ran- 


TH = Power ~ a 
Rhodes won't let a bloody eye stop him from battling Bigelow. Bam Bam is angry because Dusty 
received a chance to wrestle for the PWF title before he did. 


dy] Roberts. There’s no way he 
should have been ranked as a num- 
ber-one contender so soon. That’s 
why I’ve joined together with men like 
Humper, Dallas Page, and Big Steel 
Man. Together, we’ll get the job done 
on that egomaniac.”’ 

Rhodes disagrees with Bigelow’s 
complaints. 

“| fought hard to be number-one 
contender,” Dusty responded. 
“When Big Steel Man attacked me 
during a TV interview, the promoters 
had no choice but to match us up, 
*cause that’s the match the fans 
wanted to see. | can’t understand 
why Bammer would take such of- 
fense to what happened. | also fig- 
ured that when | beat Steel on March 
11 that my good friend would be 
there to celebrate with me. Instead, 
he and his evil cronies decided to 
beat the packings out of me for no 
good reason. Thank God for Dickie 
Slater, brother.’ 

Earlier on the March 11 card, 
Slater and Bigelow, both rulebreakers 
at that point, teamed against Steve 
Keirn and Scott Hall. Bigelow and 
Humperdink, in a fit of jealousy, 
turned against Slater when he re- 
fused to make several tags out to 
Bigelow. At one point, Slater was 
hurled from the ring, where Humper- 
dink hit him with a chair. The manag- 
er rolled Slater back into the ring, 


where he was pinned easily by Hall. 
After the loss, Slater was pounded 
unmercifully by Bigelow and Humper- 


dink before being saved by Hall and 


aa being bandaged in the locker ONLY S 3.00 EACH 


room, Slater did something he hadn’t 
done in years: He went to the oppo- 
site locker room to speak with Dusty. 
Reporters were stunned when Slater 
walked up to his former friend and 
confronted him. 

“Bigelow’s gone bad,”’ said Slater 
after he and Rhodes exchanged ten- 
tative handshakes. “| know I’ve done 
some pretty awful things over the 
past few months, but Bigelow is the 
most dangerous man I’ve seen in a 
long, long time—and when they were 
kicking the tar out of me, | could hear 
them chanting ‘Dusty’s next! Dusty’s 
next!’ It was clear to me that their 
only goal is to drive you out of wres- 
tling for good. Well, believe me, 
they'll never do it if /’m around.” 

“That was quite a moment,” re- 
called Rhodes. ‘Instantly, | reclaimed 
an old friend in Dickie Slater. But | 
told him there was no way he could 
be wherever | was all the time. | said 
that hopefully | would get a chance to 
talk some sense into the Bammer be- 
fore he went totally off the deep 
end.” 

Rhodes never got that chance. In 
the title match between Rhodes and 
Big Steel Man, Dusty rolled out of the 
way of a Steel flying dive to pin his 
adversary and win the first-ever PWF 
title. But after the match, Bigelow, 
Page, and Humperdink attacked 
Rhodes. Dusty was on the verge of 
passing out when Slater ran into the 
ring and ran the rulebreakers off. 

“Man, that felt so good,” said 
Bigelow afterward. ‘| never really 
meant to turn against Dusty, but that 
big ape is gettin’ in the way of my 
career. It looks like the only way to 
get rid of the big fool is to wipe him 
out—and that’s exactly what I’m go- 
ing to do.” 

But why such a total change in 
Bigelow? Clearly, this is a man who 
is capable of doing just about any- 
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favorite again almost instantly. 
From there, Bigelow ventured to 
the WWF, where under the manage- 
(Continued on page 56) 
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ment of Humperdink, he remained 
within the rulebook. When the pair 
moved to the NWA, they continued to 
please fans all over the country, par- 
ticularly when Bigelow battled Barry 
Windham for the U.S. title. 

But now, Bigelow has _ reverted 
back to the rulebreaking form he dis- 
played when he broke into the sport 
in 1986. It’s Bigelow’s pattern of in- 
stability that troubles Rhodes. 

“The boy’s all over the place,” 
said Rhodes somberly. “You see, 
you never really know where this 
guy’s gonna be or what he’s gonna 
do. Turn around, he’s in the WWF. 
Turn around again, he’s in the NWA. 
Or FCW. And he changes his dispo- 
sition about as often. 

“What really hurts me the most, 
though, is that the Bammer was one 
of the best partners | ever had,” be- 
moaned Rhodes. ‘‘When The Road 
Warriors tried to poke my eye out last 
year, he was there to help me battle 
them. And now he’s gone, lost forev- 
er because of jealousy over my title. 
It hurts me to the quick, daddy.”’ 

Not as much as Bigelow hurt 
Rhodes during the match where the 
“Beast From The East’ lived up to 
his name. For minute after horrifying 
minute, Bigelow continued to rain 
Rhodes’ face and forehead with 
gouges, punches, and kicks. Bigelow 
was disqualified after several minutes 
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Bigelow vs. Rhodes 
(Continued from page 55) 


Dusty once could count on Bigelow and Sir Oliver 
Humperdink for help, but today the ‘‘American 
Dream's” biggest ally is his son, Dustin. 


of such brutality, but in the end the 
loser looked as happy as any winner 
on the card. 

“Humper has shown me the error 
of my ways,” insists Bigelow. ‘‘A man 
of Dusty’s age and physical status 
can’t put up with the kind of punish- 
ment that | can dish out. He 
schemed and plotted to keep me 
away from that PWF belt, but that’s 
cool. I'll take my frustrations out on 
his skull.” 

Unfortunately for Bigelow, he won’t 
be able to win the PWF title from 
Rhodes, because Steel Man won it 
from Dusty in a disputed decision in 
Sarasota, Florida, on May 13. 
Bigelow still wants Rhodes in the 
worst way, but Dusty says he hasn’t 
been ready for the giant New Jersey 
product ... until now. 

“lve been wrestlin’ Bigelow the 
wrong way,” insists Rhodes. ‘“When- 
ever | went up against him before, it 
was like | was tryin’ to talk some 
sense into an old friend gone wrong. 
Well, I've done that before against 
people like Barry Windham and Ron 
Bass, and that’s the wrong way to try 
to wrestle. 

“lve finally come to grips with the 
fact that the Bammer is no friend of 


mine anymore,” said Rhodes, draw- 
ing strength with each word. “If he 
wants to try to hurt me and make me 
bleed, he’s come to the right man. | 
bleed in buckets. But believe me, | 
can hurt him just as bad—or worse.” 

And so it goes. The matches be- 
tween Rhodes and Bigelow have 
been some of the most sickeningly 
bloody bouts of the year. 

“This is the end of the Dusty 
Rhodes legend,” screamed Bigelow. 
‘This is where the ‘American Dream’ 
ends in a pool of blood. For the first 
time, that Texas goat tick has gone 
too far. Every time | carve him up, | 
get stronger and stronger. It’s all over 
for that old-timer.” 

“I’ve been through this before,’’ in- 
sists Rhodes. ‘‘A lot of younger guys 
thought they had what it takes to get 
the best of me. Well, read the list: 
Lex Luger, Road Warrior Animal, Ric 
Flair, Tully Blanchard. All guys who 
thought they had my number, only to 
go down in humiliating defeat. Now 
Bigelow’ll be the next man to join 
that list.” 

Dusty Rhodes and Bam Bam 
Bigelow are two of the bigest stars in 
wrestling, and it’s obvious that one of 
them will emerge as the winner when 
this feud is over. 

The only question is whether the 
victory will have been worth the 
cost. O 
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June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
duly 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include; Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
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May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
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Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
duly 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
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August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
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Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody, 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 


March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes, 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Comette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. 

Au 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Sate Meri T.A., Idol, Spoiler. ed 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 


August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE; Col- 
or coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cornette, 

October 1988/Stories include: 

Meg ers VS. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 

November 1988/Stories include: Kerry 
vs. Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Arn, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Arn, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate. 

May 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Stein- 
er, lion, Bad Co., Taylor. 

June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age, Luger, Steamboat-Flair, 

July 1989/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting. 


February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

1 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
sabheey Mascaras. 
May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 
June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 
August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater, 
April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 
May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich, 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund, 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
Hecsing? 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
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Why Obey? 


(Continued from page 39) 


former all-America Mike Rotundo, once 
regarded as one of the top scientific 
stars in the sport, dumped his legion 
of fans and joined The Varsity Club. 

‘Hey, money makes the world go 
‘round,’’ said Rotundo, who until re- 
cently held the NWA World tag team 
championship with Steve Williams, an- 
other converted fan favorite. ‘‘What 
me, Doc, and [Dan] Spivey have real- 
ized is that the big money is in win- 
ning. | don’t necessarily agree the Club 
is a rulebreaking organization. We're a 
winning organization, and as everybody 
knows, the public just loves winners. 
Who cares who gets hurt, as long as | 
win?” 

That attitude tells the whole story. 
Without tougher sanctions against rule- 
breaking, cases like Rotundo’s will 
probably continue to be seen in alarm- 
ing numbers. In World Class alone, 
there has been a rash of injuries 
thanks to Akbar's troops. Many wres- 
tlers and administrators believe the 
only way to end the carnage is to enact 
stricter rule enforcement. 

“This is where | hope | can change 
things a bit,’’ said Joe Blanchard, re- 
cently appointed as the new president 
of the AWA. ‘‘The object of wrestling is 
supposed to be to pin your opponent’s 
shoulders to the canvas, not to cheat 
or to bust him open with a foreign 
object. Referees have to be better 
trained to spot rule infractions. And 
they have to be supported by the pro- 
moters when they make difficult calls. 
This sport will soon turn into anarchy if 
something doesn’t change soon.”’ 

® 

Today, Brickhouse Brown _ insists 
he’s happier than he’s ever been. He's 
been teaming with Iceman Parsons, 
and together they recently savaged 
Jimmy Jack Funk and Jarrett in a 
match at The Sportatorium. He wasn’t 
worried about earning a disqualification 
loss, since Akbar gives him a large 
cash bonus for each man he hurts. 

Brown and Parsons were on their 
way back to the dressing room when 
Brown noticed something he didn’t ex- 
pect: A large segment of the crowd 
was cheering for his team, despite 
their callous actions during the bout. 

“Don't break the rules, they told 
me,’’ laughed Brown afterward. ‘‘Just 
look at me now. I’m rich, I’m happy, 
and |’m still pretty popular, too. No sir, 
I'm never going back to bein’ a fan 
favorite again. 

“It just don’t pay no more.” 


when WWF President Jack Tunney 
failed to return the belt to Hogan, and 
such a scenario a second time would 
surely not be tolerated. In that light, 
the WWF has hired referees such as 
former wrestler Ronnie Garvin to pay 
stricter attention to the miles. Without 
an unfair decision, it is unlikely that 
Hogan can lose anytime in the fore- 
seeable future. 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


THERE SHOULD BE A WWF 
INTERCONTINENTAL TAG TEAM TITLE 


This time, there was no contest. An overwhelming 91 percent of the respon- 
dents to the Summer 1989 “You Decide” voted that there should be a WWF 
Intercontinental tag team title. Even with a margin of error in the poll of plus or 
minus three percent, this poll was clearly decided as soon as the first few 
dozen letters were opened. Fans obviously feel there is more than enough tag 
team talent in the WWF to support two major titles. 

“I don't think an Intercontinental tag title would make the World belts any 
less sought after,” wrote Dwight DeYaupert of Baltimore. “There are so many 
championship-caliber teams with just one tag title to strive for. I would love to 
see the other teams get a clear shot at something.” 

“Tt would make the boring WWF undercards a lot more interesting,” John 
Griffin of Oak Hill, New York said. “They’ve had some decent pairings, like 
the Brain Busters-Rockers series of matches, and some really awful ones, like 
The Bushwhackers vs. The Bolsheviks. But even the worst matches would be 
more exciting if there were a pair of gold belts on the line.” 

Although only nine percent of the respondents did not want to see an 
Intercontinental tag team title, they were every bit as vehement in their stance 
as the pro-belt faction. 

“Tf there’s one thing the WWF has done right, it’s in keeping the titles down 
to a minimum,” wrote Alvino Rodriquez of Santa Fe, New Mexico. “Right now, 
there are a lot of fine tag teams there, but what if some of them left the 
federation? Then you'd have a situation like in World Class, where there's only 
a handful of quality teams fighting over three sets of belts. I say leave it the 
Way it is.” 

At press time, WWF officials had not announced any plans to adding a 
second tag team championship. But as far as the fans are concerned, they'd 
like to see an Intercontinental tag team title implemented as soon as possible. 


HOGAN’S SECOND REIGN WILL 
NOT EXCEED HIS FIRST 
®Competition. The WWF is stacked 
with top-flight contenders at present, 
making a lengthy Hogan title reign not 
only unlikely, but close to impossible. 
- _ Hogan will be forced to defend his 
a ie ________ belt against men like Savage, the for- 

mer champion; Dino Bravo, a man 
who injured Hogan severely during a 
January tag team match; the huge 
Slick-managed contingent of Akeem 


Hogan locks up with Dino Bravo, a man who is 
powerful and determined enough to take the belt 
from him. 


ail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 89 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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and Big Bossman; and the newcomer 
Zeus, one of the most violent men 
seen in the WWF in years, Any one of 
these men has the ability to be cham- 
pion, and with unscrupulous men like 
Bobby Heenan, Jimmy Hart, and Mr. 
Fuji all lusting to manage a World title- 
holder, Hogan’s second reign may al- 
ready be on borrowed time. 

® Distractions. Hogan's feature film 
No Holds Barred was scheduled to 
open on June 2, and promotional ap- 
pearances for the movie will likely 
keep Hogan away from the ring for 
extended periods of time. This will 
leave Hogan unprepared when taking 
on several important contenders, and 
could lead to a title loss. 

®Age. Hogan is in prime physical 
condition right now, but by the time 
four years has rolled by, he will be 
pushing 40 years old. Most athletes 
begin to slip noticeably by that point 
in their lives, especially those who de- 
pend on as grueling a training regi- 
men as a Hulk Hogan. It is also quite 
likely that Hogan, with little left to 
prove, will have retired before he is 
able to match the length of his first title 
reign. O 
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Crossfire 
(Continued from page 18) 


EMBRY: You sure have a big mouth 
for a pissant journalist. 

EE: And it speaks nothing but the 
truth, pal. You won a title because 
your friend, “Fast Count” Dusek, skips 
two on his way to three. You refuse to 
adhere to the miles that govern the 
sport. You expect special treatment 
because a gaggle of moronic dimwits 
cheer for you every night. The Von 
Enchs have taught you well. Let me 
know where they buried your integni- 
ty—I'll send flowers. 

BA: After you are reinstated, you cap- 
ture the Texas title from Gary Young. 
EE: Excuse me. I can’t listen to this 
anymore. I'm through with this inter- 
view. I can’t stand the sight of either of 
you cretins. 

(Ellner storms out of the interview 
room). 

BA: Perhaps now we can continue 
with some sanity. 

EMBRY: The man doesn’t see the en- 
tire picture. I admit Dusek’s count 
might have been fast. I was willing to 
grant Young a rematch. But you 
know how it is, Bill. When you fight 
one of those guys, you’re fighting the 
entire roster. 

BA: Describe your match against Ak- 
bar. You must have known Cactus 
Jack and Zodiac weren't going to let 
Akbar take a beating. Why didn’t you 
prepare for them? 

EMBRY: Pride is sometimes a dan- 
gerous possession. I didn’t want any 
help. I wanted to pulverize anyone 
who interfered. I felt strong enough 
to do it. (pauses)) I was wrong. 

BA: The sight of you almost uncon- 
scious, spitting up blood in the middle 
of the ring, is one fans will not soon 
forget. 

EMBRY: It won't slip my mind for a 
long while, either. 

BA: The next day Dusek suspends 
Akbar for life. However, Dusek’s sus- 
pension is overruled when he himself 
is suspended for lifting your 
suspension. 

EMBRY: Dusek was doing the right 
thing. Throughout it all, Dusek’s done 
the right thing. 

(Ellner re-enters room) 

EE: Especially when he fast-counted 
Young and handed you the title on a 
silver platter. 

BA: The plague has retumed. 

EE: So now what, Embry? Now you'll 
probably rally the Von Erichs, Chris 
Adams, the Simpson Simps, Jimmy 
Jerk Funk, and whoever else falls for 


Embry battles Zodiac all the way into the stands. 
After years as a rulebreaker, Embry has become 
extremely popular with World Class fans, who 
helped get him reinstated, 


your lines to keep Akbar’s men in 
line. I wouldn’t be surprised if you re- 
sort to a little double- and trple- 
teaming yourself. 

EMBRY: The only explanation I owe 
you is after I break your face, Ellner. 
This is a brutal sport played by brutal 
men. You do what you can to sur- 
vive. I’m doing what it takes. I’m 
getting the job done. 

EE: J liked you better when you were. 
kicking in Von Ench brains. Now 
you're just a fan-curtying fool. 

BA: Ellner doesn’t realize you've been 
voted one of the 10 most promising 
talents in the world by a poll of wres- 
tling journalists. 

EMBRY: I’m very proud to be spoken 
of in the same breath as Sting, Lex 
Luger, and Owen Hart. 

EE: Failures, every one of them. Great 
talent gone to waste. You belong on 
the list. 

BA: I don't see us making much 
progress today. The loansharks must 
be hot on Ellner’s trail for him to be 
this cranky. Thanks for joining us to- 
day, Eric. Good luck in the wars. 
EMBRY: I just want to thank the fans 
for giving me the strength to perse- 
vere. If it weren’t for them, I 
wouldn’t be here today. 

EE: Someone get me a barf bag. O 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the profi its. 
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official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


No experience necessary. 


You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
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you can master this profitable trade right 
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You receive trade secrets 
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We guide you every step of the way, 
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on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’... all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


"I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course." Walter H. Strick 

Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own, 

Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 


send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 
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Now is the time to complet 
SPORTS REVIEN collection of SPORTS REVIEW 


WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 

| stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 
BOLDFACE.] 


September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 


vin, Ladd, Rhodes, 


February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 


Spoiler, Brisco. 


May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 


Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 


October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling Il, 


Super D. 


January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 


Thorton, Keirn. 


June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 


Slater, Piper. 


September 1981/Backiund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 


Patera, Steele, Andre. 


March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 


Steele, Flair, Hayes. 


April 198: iler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 


rales, Super D, Ladd. 


May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 


star, Dillon, Wrestling Il. 


June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 
July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 


Rhodes, Patera. 


August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 


Kabuki, Von Erich. 


November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 


Von Erich, Mascaras. 


December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 


van, Steamboat, Patera. 


hs 1 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 


s, Hogan, Samoans. 


May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 


Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 


June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 


son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 


July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
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December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Starrcade ‘83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bookwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Bian- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class, 
January 1985/Fliair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Inwins, 1984 in Pic- 


May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions Il. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 


December 1985/ , Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
duly 1986/Omdorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling ll. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Ex , Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arm, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion, 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 

October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
November 1988/R&R Express, Honky 
Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash 
December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 

January 1989/Jake-Cheryl-Rude, 
Sting, Lawler, Flair, Savage's career. 
February 1989/The Champions in '89, 
Duggan, Roberts, 1989 datebook 

April 1989/Starrcade '88, Savage-Ho- 
gan, Funk-Mulligan, Heenan, Abdullah. 
May 1989/Royal Rumble, WrestleMa- 
nia, Rhodes, Lawler, Horsemen. 

June 1989/Chi-Town Rumble, Hogan- 
Towers, R&R Express, Rougeaus. 

July 1989/WrestleMania V, Sting, 
Steamboat, Martel vs. Rude, Embry 
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INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 89’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


a Could you explain the World 

u Class disqualification rules to me? 
I've been watching their matches for sev- 
eral months, but their bouts look the same 
as anyone else’s. Help!—Geofitey Stokes, 
Hamilton, Ontario 
A: 1986, World Class enacted its 

w disqualification rules because of 
dissatisfaction regarding then-NWA 
World champion Ric Flair. In a press re- 
lease issued by WCCW that year, it stat- 
ed that “fans have increasingly com- 
plained about the NWA niles stating that 
a team or individual defending the world 
title could save the belt by disqualifying 
themselves during a tense moment in the 
match.” World Class split from the NWA 
and enacted a rule that all World Class 
champions could lose their titles as a re- 
sult of a disqualification. Therefore, if a 
champion is disqualified during a champi- 
onship match, he must relinquish his title 
to his opponent. 

a On March 27, Ax and Smash—De- 

= molition—celebrated their first an- 
niversary as WWF World tag team cham- 
pions. Is that the longest reign of any 
WWF championship team?—Bob Nash, 
St, Petersburg, FL 
At it is. At press time, Ax and 

u Smash were into their 14th month 
as WWF champions, which beat the pre- 
vious longevity record by two months. 
The second-longest reign was set by the 
combination of Johnny and Jimmy Valiant, 
who held the title from May 8, 1974, to 
May 13, 1975. 

a | have a question that has been on 

a my mind for years. I've always en- 
joyed the music that accompanies Keny 
Von Erich when he comes to the ring. Do 
you know the name of the song, and can 
I buy it at my local record store?—Dave 
Whitaker, Danville, GA 
RB: For the past several years, Kerry 

mhas used the song “Tom Sawyer” 
from the album Moving Pictures by the 
Canadian rock group Rush. The album is 
still in print and available at most record 
and tape outlets. 

a About six years ago, Rick Morton 

mhad a different tag team partner 
than Robert Gibson. All I can remember 
is that they were one of the best teams I 


ever saw, and I think they called them- 
selves The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. Is the 
other wrestler still active?—Margaret 
Samuelson, Houston 
RA: Morton teamed with veteran Ken 

alLucas in 1983, and together the 
team went all the way to the Southwest 
tag team championship. Lucas retired in 
1987 and now owns his own business in 
Phoenix, Arizona. The Lucas-Morton tan- 
dem was never known as The Rock ‘n' 
Roll Express. 

al recently became a fan of World 

a Class wrestling, and I noticed that 
the matchmaker and TV commentator 
was named Frank Dusek. My grandfather 
said he looked a lot like the member of a 
tag team he remembered from the '50s, 
Emil and Emie Dusek. Is Frank related to 
those old-time wrestlers, and did he ever 
wrestle with them? Also, is the Terrance 
Garvin of Beauty and the Beast related to 
Jim and Ronnie Garvin? He looks like he 
could be Jim’s brother!—Frank Laskey, 
Dallas 
Ag Dusek is a nephew of Emil 

wand Emie, who were known as 
“The Omaha Riot Squad” during their 
wrestling careers. He never wrestled with 
them professionally. Two other Dusek 
brothers, Rudy and Joe, also wrestled 
during the ‘50s and later became success- 
ful promoters. Jim and Ronnie Garvin do 
have a brother Terrance, but he works in 
the front office of the WWF. Terance 
Garvin of Beauty and the Beast, despite 
the resemblance, is not related. 

gu Wasn't there once a lady wrestler 

a who modeled herself after Andre 
the Giant and used a similar name? —Hec- 
tor Relampago, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

a That woman tumed out to be 

mnone other than Baby Doll, one of 
the most infamous valets in wrestling his- 
tory. When she began her career in Tex- 
as in the early part of the decade, she 
used the ring name of Andrea the Lady 
Giant, later modifying it to Nicola the 
Lady Giant. She later used the name Baby 
Doll when she became the valet of Gino 
Hemandez in World Class, and later Tully 
Blanchard in the NWA. Today, Baby Doll 
serves as a color commentator for Atlantic 
Coast Wrestling, Oo 
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LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A 
SUPER SUMMER! 


The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ‘‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer" competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don't be disappointed—order 
yours today! 


| 
| Make check or money order payable 


and send to: 
TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 


—_____ copies of the 
December 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
| enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
each copy | am ordering. 


U.S. funds only. All other countries $7.00. Please 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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RATINGS 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—MICHAEL HAYES 
WWF World champion U.S. champion 
2—RIC FLAIR 7—RICK RUDE 


NWA World champion 


3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
No. 2 contender: NWA title 


WWF Intercontinental champ 


8—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
AWA World champion 


4—RANDY SAVAGE 9—JERRY LAWLER 
No. 2 contender; WWE title World Class champion 
5—STING 10—LEX LUGER 


NWA TV champion No. 1 contender: U.S. title 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—MICHAEL HAYES 6—TERRY FUNK 
255, Marietta, GA 247, Amarillo, TX 
2—RICK STEAMBOAT 7—EDDIE GILBERT 


238, Honolulu, HI 222, Lexington, TN 


3—STING 8—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
260, Venice Beach, CA 252, Boston, MA 
4—LEX LUGER 9—TERRY GORDY 
268, Chicago, IL 289, Chattanooga, TN 
5—THE GREAT MUTA 10—BOB ORTON 


245, Tokyo, Japan 245, Kansas City, KS 


World Champion: HULK HOGAN 302, Venice Beach, CA 


1—RICK RUDE 6—DINO BRAVO 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 256, Montreal, Quebec 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 7—CURT HENNIG 

245, Sarasota, FL 235, Minneapolis, MN 
3—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 8—JOHN STUDD 

273, San Francisco, CA 364, Los Angeles, CA 
4—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 9—JIMMY SNUKA 

280, Queens, NY 250, Fiji Islands 
5—HACKSAW DUGGAN 10—TED DiBIASE 


280, Glens Falls, NY 247, Omaha, NB 


AWA 


World Champion: LARRY ZBYSZKO 248, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—GREG GAGNE 6—COL. DeBEERS 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 248, Cape Town, S. Africa 


2—TOM ZENK 7—WAHOO McDANIEL 
237, Minneapolis, MN 280, Midland, TX 

3—AKIO SATO 8—DERRICK DUKES 
234, Tokyo, Japan 245, El Paso, TX 

4—KEN PATERA 9—BRAD RHEINGANS 


256, Portland, OR 


5—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 


263, Teheran, Iran 


10—TOMMY JAMMER 
265, St. Joseph, MO 
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TAG TEAMS 
1—DEMOLITION 


WWF World tag team champions 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS 

See “Ratings Analysis” 
3—AKEEM & BIG BOSSMAN 

No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 
4—THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 

No. 1 contenders: NWA tag team title 
5—MICHAEL HAYES & TERRY GORDY 

No. 2 contenders: NWA tag team title 
6—THE BUSHWHACKERS 

No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 
7—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 

No. 3 contenders: WWF tag team title 
8—KEN PATERA & BRAD RHEINGANS 

AWA World tag team champions 
9—SHAUN & STEVE SIMPSON 

World Class Texas tag team champions 


10—RICK STEINER & EDDIE GILBERT 
U.S. tag team champions 


WORLD CLASS 
World Class Champion: JERRY LAWLER 234, Memphis, TN 
1—THE ZODIAC 6—JEFF JARRETT 
240, parts unknown 200, Hendersonville, TN 
2—ERIC EMBRY 7—JIMMY JACK FUNK 
225, Lexington, KY 243, Portland, OR 
3—MATT BORNE 8—ICEMAN PARSONS 


245, St. Louis, MO 
9—CHRIS ADAMS 
228, Stratford, England 


10—MIL MASCARAS 
245, Mexico City, Mexico 


STAMPEDE 
N. American Champion: LARRY CAMERON 280, Chicago 


235, Portland, OR 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


5—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
245, St. Louis, MO 


1—CHRIS BENOIT 6—DYNAMITE KID 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 228, Manchester, England 
2—RICKY RICE 7—STEVE BLACKMAN 
230, Edina, MN 250, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—BRUCE HART 8—KERRY BROWN 


295, Kansas City, MO 
9—VULKAN SINGH 
300, Billings, MT 


10—ANGEL OF DEATH 
310, Los Angeles, CA 


211, Calgary, Alberta 
4—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 


5—JOHNNY SMITH 
235, Manchester, England 


CWA 
CWA Champion: JEFF JARRETT 200, Hendersonville, TN 
1—JERRY LAWLER 6—TONY ANTHONY 
234, Memphis, TN 235, Bucksnorth, TN 
2—DUTCH MANTEL 7—AUSTIN IDOL 
224, Oil Trough, TX 240, Las Vegas, NV 


3—ROBERT FULLER 8—PHIL HICKERSON 
255, Dyresburg, TN 257, Jackson, TN 


4—THE MASTER OF PAIN 9—BRIAN LEE 
320, parts unknown 242, St. Petersburg, FL 
5—PERRY JACKSON 10—BILLY TRAVIS 


280, Ft. Bragg, NC 218, Houston, TX 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 

Last issue: No. 1 Popular 
2—STING 

Last issue: No. 2 Popular 
3—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

Last issue: No. 3 Popular 
4—RICK STEAMBOAT 

Last issue: No. 4 Popular 
5—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 


Last issue: unrated 


ACW: ACW champion—Don Kernodle; 1—Bobby Fulton; 2— 
Nikita Koloff; 3—Nelson Royal; 4—Sam Houston; 5—Colt Steel; 6— 
Ivan Koloff; 7—Ken Shamrock; 8—Tommy Angel; 3—Samoan Tai; 
10—Basher. 


CWE: continental champion—Wendell Cooley; 1—Alan Martin; 2— 
Dan Davis; 3—Adrian Street; 4—Rick Morton; 5—Bill Dundee; 6—Mike 
Davis; 7—Todd Morton; 8—Jackie Fulton; 9—Don Harris; 10—Ron 
Fuller. 


ICW: ICW champion—Tony Atlas; 1—Don Muraco; 2—Ivan 
Putski; 3—Joe Savoldi; 4—Vic Steamboat; 5—Ken Patera; 6—Invad- 
er ||; 7—Col, DeBeers; 8—Robbie Ellis; 3—Junkyard Dog; 10—Mike 
Sharpe. 


PNW: exw champion—Carl Styles; 1—The Grappler, 2—Buddy 
Rose; 3—Steve Doll; 4—Scott Peterson; 5—Art Barr; 6—Nord the 
Barbarian; 7—Col. DeBeers; 8—The American Warrior; 9—Rex King; 
10—Joey Jackson. 


PWEF: pwr champion—sig Steel Man; 1—Al Perez; 2—Dusty 
Rhodes; 3—Bam Bam Bigelow; 4—Dustin Rhodes; 5—Scott Hall; 
6—Mike Graham; 7—Jim Backlund; 8—Steve Keirn; 9—Lou Perez; 
10—Brett Sawyer. 


WW: wwe champion—Carlos Colon; 1—Steve Strong; 2—Invader 
|; 3—Abdullah the Butcher; 4—Kamala: 5—TNT: 6—Chicky Star; 7— 
Dan Kroffat; 8—Hercules Ayala; 9—White Angel; 10—Miguel Perez Jr. 


For period ended May 24, 1989 


MOST HATED 


NDY SAVAGE 6—THE GREAT MUTA 
Last issue: No. 1 Hated Last issue: unrated 


2—TERRY FUNK 7—LARRY ZBYSZKO 

Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 9 Hated 
3—MICHAEL HAYES 8—TED DiBIASE 

Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 
4—RICK RUDE 9—DYNAMITE KID 

Last issue: No. 8 Hated Last issue: unrated 


5—RICK MARTEL 10—BAM BAM BIGELOW 


Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 
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CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
$0 on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

1—RANDY SAVAGE ssssssssssscssnsseersseneeseens46 points 
2—RIC FLAIR sssssssssssssssessssetssseressenserser 45, points 
B—JERRY LAWLER sesssssssssssessssssesesssesenene27 points 
4—LEX LUGER sesssssssssssssstsnsesesssersssenseeee25, points 
S—STING cesssssssssesvsssssensersssessesscenssesnenen 24 points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—THE ROAD WARRIORS......sssssssrssserereees46 points 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON..27 points 
4—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE.....00+0:.26 points 
5—PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND ............20 points 


ANALYSIS 


It's a ratings revolution! Starting this is- 
sue, we've eliminated the revolving ratings 
and made room, in abbreviated form, for 
five additional federations. Remaining in 
their usual form are: Top 10, Tag Team, Most 
Popular, Most Hated, NWA, WWF, AWA, 
World Class, Stampede, CWA, and Cumula- 
tive Ratings. 

Now for the changes: Ratings for the Con- 
tinental Wrestling Federation (previously in 
large form), as well as Atlantic Coast Wres- 
tling, Intemational Championship Wrestling, 
Pacific Northwest Wrestling, Professional 
Wrestling Federation, and the World Wres- 
tling Council can now be found next to Cu- 
mulative Ratings in smaller type and in para- 
graph form, without weights and 


for 16 federations, instead of the previous 11 
plus a revolving category. 


NWA tag team turmoil. When Steve Wil- 
hometowns. This allows us to have ratings _ liams and Mike Rotundo lost by disqualifi- 
cation to The Road Warriors on May 7 in 
Nashville, they were stripped oftheirNWA Centre, NY, 11571.0 


World tag team belts for attacking referee 
Nikita Koloff. A toumament was ordered 
and the first match was a shocker: The War- 
riors lost by countout to Michael Hayes and 
Terry Gordy and were eliminated from the 
tournament. So, the best team remaining in 
the toumey appears to be The Samoan Swat 
Team, followed closely by Hayes and 
Gordy. But this fluke loss wasn’t enough to 
make us drop the Wamiors significantly in 
the tag team ratings. They’re still one of the 
best teams in the world, victimized lately by 
some bad breaks, and merely drop one spot 
to number two. 


Warriors 


Any questions? Any answers? We'd like 
to know what's on your mind. Send all com- 
ments about our ratings to: “Ratings Analy- 
sis," c/o Wrestling 89, Box 48, Rockville 
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THIS JUSTIN... 


The NWA's Great American Bash schedule has been finalized. These 
are the remaining dates: July l—Charlotte, NC; 2-Atlanta; 5— 
Charleston, SC; 7—Roanoke, VA; 8—Boston; 9—Providence, RI; 10— 
Springfield, MA; 11—Chicago; 12—Carbondale, IL; 13—Jackson, TN; 
14—Memphis, TN; 15—Richmond, VA; 16—Indianapolis, IN; 20— 
Lexington, KY; 21—Dayton, OH; 22—Philadelphia; 23-Baltimore. The 
July 22 Bash in Philadelphia will feature a War Games cage match. 
NWA World champion Ric Flair is hoping to return for the July 23 
Baltimore card. ''We'll see how the neck heals,'"' Flair said, ‘'but 
that's the target date. I'd like to be ready to get back into 
training by late June, then I can get ready for Baltimore." At 
press time, Flair was recovering from a ruptured disc in his 
neck, suffered when he was attacked by Terry Funk after regaining 
the title from Rick Steamboat May 7 in Nashville. Funk, 
meanwhile, hopes to get himself in position for a title shot by 
the time Flair returns. "'I think T deserve a title shot, but the 
NWA doesn't,'' Funk said. ''Now it's time for me to prove them 
wrong." 


Mandy Koloff, wife of wrestler Nikita Koloff, underwent surgery 
to relieve pressure around her heart, believed to be caused by 
tumors or fluid encasing the heart. At press time, Mandy, who is 
suffering from Hodgkin's disease, was under observation in the 
coronary care unit of Huntsville (Alabama) Hospital. Mandy 
traveled to Greece recently to undergo therapy not available in 
the United States. Upon her return, she visited her parents in 
Alabama, where she once again became ill. Mandy has heen fighting 
Hodgkin's, a potentially fatal form of cancer of the lymphatic 
system, for nearly two years. Nikita has wrestled infrequently 
since last November, when her condition became more serious. The 
couple was married on September 20, 1988, and was the subject of 
an article in the Summer issue of Wrestling 89. 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated will begin publication of a weekly 
newsletter in the first week of September. PWI Weekly will be 
sent to subscribers via first-class mail and will enable fans to 
have up-to-date news, results, editorials, interviews, and 
information of important upcoming matches immediately as it 
becomes available. ''This is a significant event in the history 
of wrestling journalism,"' Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks said. ''Never 
before has a magazine as large and important as PWI attempted 
such a venture. I'm sure that in this case, the fans will be the 
winners. This promises to be the perfect supplement to the in- 
depth coverage our regular magazines currently provide.'' Saks 
said a special subscription offer will be made shortly. 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eunisnea nontny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievemenis in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . .. Each 
issue’s “Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with c 

one of wrestling’s top names. . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- \ | 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 

... Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime .. . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of ‘Ratings Analysis” 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 


INSIDE WRESTLING eubishea monty) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling’ works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . ‘Roll Call Of Champions" — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . ‘Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 


THE WRESTLER eubishea monty) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: “Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast . . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
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Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three I 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 
12 issues of The Wrestler— a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 

TV SPORTS z — i 36 Magazines 
Box 48 EW i 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 For Only $42: 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 


1 
(U.S.FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57.) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue cf 


Pro Wrestling Iilustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

_@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

© Fic Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

®Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@A\l this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


—-----------------4 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS | 
BOX 48 LORDS OF THE RING 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 


Please check which format you want: O VHS O Beta 


$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 
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Please rush me copes of Lords Of The Ring. | encose | 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash"’—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash”: 

® Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
®The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 

© Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

®Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

®Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

®Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 RINGMASTERS 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
Please check which format you want: 0 VHS 0 Beta 


Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 

Name 

Address 

DQ Site 
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For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

.@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

© Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman’s 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 
Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


| 
caeaee LORDS OF THE RING | 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
0 VHS 0 Beta 


Please check which format you want: 


$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 


| 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from: “The 
Great American Bash”—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. j 
The Card At ‘The Great American Bash’’: 

© Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
©The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 

© Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

®@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

© Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

©Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


tea check or money order payable and send to: c. 
| + sports | 
| BOX 48 RINGMASTERS | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
| Please check which format you want OVHS Ceta | 
| Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American | 
| | 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 

| handling) for each tape | am ordering. || 
| Name | 
| Address | 
| City State _ Zip... | 

| 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


